
Times-Gazette
SHELBYVILLE

$1 www.t-g.com

Vol. 140, No. 106

News

A prize 
winning 

newspAper

UT-TpA
press AwArds

2020

iNside

Weekend

Obituaries.......................2A
Local..............................3A 
Calendar.........................4A
Faith...............................4A 
Sports............................6A 
HS..................................8A
Comic...........................10A
Classified.....................11A
Lifestyles.......................1B

In-Store FInancIng • Snap credIt

Everything to make your house a HOME!

761 Madison St., SHELBYVILLE • 931-685-9644
Hours: Sunday 12 PM - 5 PM • Monday - Saturday 9 AM - 6 PM • Hablas Español

See Store for Details.
no credIt reFuSed!

TVs Dining Room Living Room Bedroom Appliances

Saturday, September 4, 2021

INSERTS:
•Parade
•Dollar General
•Rooms To Go 
•Relish
•Dunham’s
•VERICAST

Partly cloudy
84/63

Bedford
Battle
Sports/6A

Looking
back
Life & Leisure/1B

Motlow
requires 
face masks

T-G STAFF REPORT
Motlow State Community College is now requiring 

all students, faculty, staff, and visitors to wear face 
masks while inside any Motlow facilities. 

This decision supports shared recommendations 
across the college community. 

According to Terri Bryson, vice president of mar-
keting and advancement, this decision was based on 
the Centers for Disease Control’s recommendations. 
“All of Motlow’s health and safety decisions are data 
informed. As it applies to COVID, we take into consid-
eration a host of data sources that begin with national 
CDC recommendations, include insight available from 
the state, and assess data at the College level as well,” 
said Bryson. 

Social distancing is encouraged wherever possible. 
“In a proactive effort, college representatives unani-
mously support the wearing of face masks to allow for 
the continuous on-ground presence of students, fac-
ulty, and staff in the safest environment possible,” said 
Motlow President Dr. Michael Torrence. 

Protocols are in place to support the mask require-
ment, including the availability of masks, hand sani-
tizer, disinfectant wipes, and personal protective equip-
ment (PPE). 

Bryson added, “The response on the whole has been 
very positive. In fact, when we opened, we did not have 
a mask mandate and a lot of students were collectively 
wearing masks. And this is well-supported by our fac-
ulty. “Middle Tennessee State University’s policy is 
also similar, with their policy stating “Masks or face 
coverings are required inside all campus buildings...” 
as stated on their website.

Submitted photo

st. William Catholic Church recently held a COVid-19 vaccine clinic for members and 
others in the community. several in the Hispanic community supported the effort by 
publicizing it but also by getting the two necessary shots.

Church urges vaccine
By DAWN HANKINS
dhankins@t-g.com

Catholic priest Father Louis Rojas of 
St. William of Montevergine Church in 
Shelbyville believes in the scripture: “For 
with God, nothing shall be impossible.” 
(Luke 1:37.) 

He prayed about having a vaccination 
clinic for his church community.

He also believes, like Pope Francis 
recently stated, there is a “time to love and 
a time to share.” 

That was the theme of a recent vacci-
nation program held at St. William in an 
effort to reduce the coronavirus numbers 
in the community.

As of Thursday, there were 400 active 
cases of COVID-19 in Bedford County. Of 

those cases, 9 were newly tested and con-
firmed to have COVID-19.

St. William takes action
With the rise of COVID-19 cases in this 

community, Father Rojas stressed to his 
church community to get vaccinated this 
summer. 

With the cooperation of the Bedford 
County Health Department, the church 
conducted its first vaccination clinic for 
the English and Spanish members of the 
church on July 22. There was a turnout of 
66 in the Hispanic community who were 
vaccinated, the priest reports.

The second COVID-19 clinic was 
administered Aug. 22, with a turnout of 

Celebration
reaches climax

T-G STAFF REPORT
Well, after 10 days of hot, humid, and even rainy 

weather, the final entries have made it to the last night of 
the 2021 Celebration. 

Saturday evening performances will begin at 7 p.m. 
with the World Grand Championship for Owner-Amateur 
Riders on Trail Pleasure, three and under (class 178), 
followed by the Walking Horse Specialty class and Show 
Pleasure. 

Leading up to the final class will be Park Pleasure 
and Owner-Amateur Walking Horse Riders Grand 
Championships. And the night, of course, will end 
with the final Tennessee Walking Horse World Grand 
Championship (class 189.) 

t-G photo by Zoe Haggard

The question is...Who will fill the empty Winner’s Circle 
saturday night after the World Grand Championship?

Submitted photo

Keith and Amanda enfinger waited several years, with Amanda in the military, to 
have a baby (Kayleigh.) They were among several local couples this year who were 
pregnant during COVid-19 and the enfingers say they feel greatly blessed to have 
come through it with flying colors.

Enfingers’ baby born 
in winter, pandemic

By DAWN HANKINS
dhankins@t-g.com

Retired soldier Amanda Carpenter 
Enfinger says being pregnant during a 
pandemic, and a winter snow storm, isn’t 
for faint of heart.

But like a good soldier, she and her 
baby survived it all. Baby Enfinger, 
Kayleigh, was born Feb. 16. 

Most likely recall that February 2021 
was a time when not only were local 
residents dealing with the big winter ice 
storm, but many were also quarantined 
due to the continuance of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

All is well now. But Amanda isn’t shy 
when noting it was all pretty terrifying 
for her first pregnancy.

Amanda and husband, Keith,  found 

out in June 2020 they were pregnant―right 
in middle of the pandemic. Amanda was 
a good soldier from then of another cali-
ber; she went through all the nuances of 
the pandemic, i.e., masks, etc., alone.

Most everyone remembers quarantine 
and all that went with social distancing. 
Add pregnancy into the mix and a little 
drama is created—some really Amanda 
and Keith might like to forget in time.

“I would sometime voice record what 
the doctor was saying, so he [Keith] could 
hear what she was saying. I couldn’t 
remember it. I would go in there and be 
in tears, sometimes. It would just be me 
in there.”

Still, she notes how Keith was there 

 See enfinger, page 2a

 See Church, page 2a



ONe tOuGH SOLdIer

t-G photo by dawn Hankins

Amanda enfinger has served her country in Afghanistan 
but has now retired. she is hoping to go back into nurs-
ing when her little one, just born in February, heads off 
to school.

ONe FOr tHe baby bOOK

Submitted photo

Most likely recall that February 2021 was a time 
when not only were local residents dealing with the 
big winter ice storm, but many were also quarantined 
due to the continuance of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Well, little baby Kayleigh enfinger was born right in 
the middle of it all. she’s now doing well.

be SaFe

t-G photo by dawn Hankins

Labor day is usually the summer finale for most camping and boating adventures. still, Tennessee lakes get even 
more beautiful as the months pass in the fall.
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deATH NOTiCes

OBiTuAries

Paulette Marcella Miku
September 1, 2021
Paulette Marcella (Lewis) Miku, 92, of Shelbyville 

died Wednesday, September 1, 2021 at her residence.
Per her request, she will be cremated with no services 

being planned at this time.
Gowen-Smith Chapel is handling arrangements.

Frances Louise Marshall 
Logan

September 1, 2021
Frances Louise Marshall 

Logan, age 92, of Lynchburg 
passed away Wednesday, 
September 1, 2021 at 
Lynchburg Nursing Center.  

She was born October 30, 
1928 in Lincoln County to the 
late William Quincy Marshall 
and Ruby Brown Marshall. 

She enjoyed working and 
began her employment at Craig’s Glove Factory, then Big 
K, which is now Wal-Mart. She retired from Wal-Mart 
but later went back to work at Dollar General. Louise 
was a devoted member of Lynchburg Church of Christ 
and enjoyed sewing, word puzzles and traveling in her 
spare time.  

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death 
by her husband, Clyde Wayland Logan; son, Richard 
Marshall Logan; grandson, Jason Logan; sisters, Virginia 
Marshall (Infant) and Priscilla Thomas; and brother, Bill 
Marshall.  Louise is survived by her daughter, Karen 
Logan (Bob) Boulware of Winchester; sons, Walter Clay 
(Linda) Logan of Shelbyville and Roy Edward (Rita) 
Logan of Lynchburg; daughter-in-law, Jan Logan of 
Lynchburg; sister, Gladys Welch of Shelbyville; special 
cousin, Bobby (Melinda) Brown of Christiana; 9 grand-
children; 10 great-grandchildren; and several nieces and 
nephews.  

Visitation will be noon-2 p.m. Friday, September 
3, 2021 at Jennings Moore-Cortner Funeral Home in 
Lynchburg.  Funeral services will follow at 2 p.m. with 
Bro. Tom Harrison officiating.  Interment will be at 
Booneville Cemetery with Brian Logan, Duane Peoples, 
Jeremey Wood, Jason Brown, Clint Goodwin and Drew 
Barnett serving as pallbearers. In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be given to Camp Joy.

Jennings Moore-Cortner Funeral Home, 181 Majors 
Blvd., Lynchburg, TN 37352  (931) 759-4552

Marbella Castrejon
August 28, 2021
Marbella Castrejon, 

42, of Shelbyville died 
Saturday, August 28, 2021 
at Vanderbilt Bedford 
Hospital.

Per her request, she will 
be cremated with no ser-
vices being planned at this 
time.

Gowen-Smith Chapel is 
handling arrangements.

Jeffrey Frank Knox
August 28, 2021
Jeffrey Frank Knox died 

Saturday, August 28, 2021 
at Longview Regional 
Hospital in Longview. 
Texas.

Funeral services 
will be 11 a.m. Monday, 
September 6 at Gowen-
Smith Chapel with Brother 
Kenny Collins officiat-
ing. Burial will follow in 
Willow Mount Cemetery.

Visitation will be 5-8 
p,m. Sunday and beginning 10 a.m. Monday.

with her during each tri-
mester. She had back pain 
issues from the military, 
so the created some preg-
nancy issues. 

Simply put, she says in 
hindsight, “It was rough.”

She couldn’t see her 
mom or other members 
of her family, due to the 
on-going pandemic. Some 
family members have had 
COVID-19.

But they were still 
positive about their baby’s 
forthcoming birth. They 
enjoyed the special time, 
though perhaps it wasn’t 
as traditional as some have 
experienced.

Amanda had just got-
ten out of the military in 
February. They moved back 
here. Last summer, she 
learned she and Keith were 
indeed going to become 
parents.

“It didn’t hit me until 
I first started going to the 
prenatal appointments. 
Right then, they didn’t have 
the shot. I’m a nurse . . . 
know to take precautions.”

But that didn’t prepare 
Amanda for historic events 
to occur in the coming 
months.

“But what really hit me 
the hardest . . . it affected 
my mental health. When 
you go to your appoint-
ments, the father of the 
child should get to go with 
you. He didn’t get to go to 
any of my appointments. 
He didn’t get to partake 
in hearing his baby’s heart 
beat and ultrasounds. He 
had to sit in the car and I 
had to bring the stuff out 
to him.”

All this stress, she 
admits, unfortunately took 
some of the blessed out of 
this “blessed event.”

There were no big 
Thanksgiving or Christmas 
get-togethers. She remem-
bers being potentially 
exposed by the “friend of 
a family member” which 
was a stressful time; her 
doctors tested her and she 
was negative from the coro-
navirus.

Amanda believes her 
prenatal checkups may 
have helped her avoid the 
virus. She recalls how she 
was taking prenatal vita-
mins and a lot of D and 
Zinc.

She said everything was 
fine until about Feb. 14; 
her ankles began to swell. 
Propping them up and reduc-

ing sodium really didn’t 
help.  “Something just 
told me to check my blood 
pressure,” recalls Amanda. 
“It was high.”

Her doctors advised 
her to go to Vanderbilt-
Tullahoma Hospital, despite 
the snow storm. 

Now, this soldier was 
truly scared.

“The only way to get 
the blood pressure down 
was to have her,” explains 
Amanda.

She was 37 weeks into 
her pregnancy. More, 
Amanda has a history of 
blood clots, so this moved 
the baby’s birth even clos-
er.

When Keith and Amanda 
arrived at the hospital at 
2 a.m. on Feb. 15, Keith 
stayed there with her in her 
room, until about 11 a.m. 
Knowing he was exhausted 
and needing to tend to their 
dogs, she told him to go 
take care of everything at 
home.

Keith then left. 
She recalls how she was 

there from 11 a.m. Feb. 
15 until about 7:30 a.m. 
Feb. 16―alone—about to 
have their first baby. Then, 
the labor started, without 
Keith.

Amanda watched the 
snow fall. She realized a 
lot was going on at the hos-
pital.

“You could only have 
one visitor. My mom 
couldn’t come at all. My 
husband was at home, so I 
did it all by myself, with the 
nurses’ help.”

Despite the baby hav-
ing a little jaundice, she 
notes she and Keith left the 
hospital the following day 
with their little bundle of 
joy. She weighed just over 6 
pounds―a good still for her 
being a bit early.

“It was on, from there,” 
Amanda notes with a gig-
gle.

This new mom admits 
she’s now overly protective 
of her newborn, with good 
reason. “I’m more terrified 
right now of her getting 
RSV.”

Respiratory syncytial 
virus (RSV) is common, 
but all the while, conta-
gious and is the result of 
an infection in the respi-
ratory tract―something a 
new mom like herself, and 
nurse, would want to avoid 
if at all possible.

Amanda was 29 when 
she delivered Kayleigh. Her 
military career preempted 
having a baby around 24 or 
so, but in hindsight, it was 
worth the wait, she says.

She’s enjoying every 
minute of being with her 
little baby―now around 15 
pounds. Going from sol-
dier/nurse, she says, to 
homemaker was the right 
choice for her family.

When Amanda retired 
from the U.S. Air Force on 
Feb. 16, 2020, she served as 
a medical technician. She 
earned her nursing license 
during her 10 and half years 
in the military. 

How it all began
She met her husband 

while working at Quiznos 
(now closed here.) They 
started dating in 2008 and 
married July 3, 2010. 

They first met when 
Amanda was in high school. 
It was soon after leaving 
high school that she decid-
ed to join the military.

“He followed me,” she 
said of Keith.

Amanda’s first duty 
station was Seymour 
Johnson Air Force Base 
in Goldsboro, N.C. She 
was later deployed to 
Afghanistan, where U.S. 
troops have recently been 
withdrawn due to threats 
and attacks from the 
Taliban there.

This Shelbyville soldier 
who spent time tending to 
the injured and wounded, 
explains Afghanistan is 
tough on all soldiers.

“After I got back from 
Afghanistan, I started hav-
ing a bunch of medical 
problems.”

For 5 years following 
her time in the Middle East, 
she underwent testing at 
Eglin Air Force Base in 
Florida. Due to not being 
able to complete physical 
fitness requirements for the 
Air Force, Amanda notes 
that “Uncle Sam” presented 
her with a medical retire-
ment.

While pregnant, her 
stay in what is known as 
“Graveyard of Empires” 
i.e., Afghanistan, did cross 
her mind. The retired USAF 
soldier says she wondered 
if anything she came into 
contact with there could 
have long-term effects on 
her newborn.

“I worried a lot . . . 
had any vaccination you 
can think of. I’ve been vac-
cinated . . . Anthrax, all 
that. And in Afghanistan, 
breathing all the fumes 
from vehicles and burn pits, 
you just never know what 
you’re exposed to.”

What Amanda says she 
knows is that she’s blessed. 
Having had the opportunity 
to serve her country, she’s 
now equally privileged to 

work as a stay-at-home 
mom.

“It was never the time 
when I was in the military 
to have a baby . . . work-
ing all the time. Now, I’m 
retired and can stay home 
with my child.”

And Amanda plans to 
protect her little one to the 
nth degree from potential 
illnesses. This sadly even 
means she won’t see a lot 
of her extended family for a 
good while, due to COVID-
19.

When her little one starts 
school, Amanda notes that 
she may advance her career 
to registered nurse status. 
There are some schools, 
Amanda says, which will 
accept her military medical 
training, others do not.

“I have my nursing 
license in Missouri and I can 
transfer it to Tennessee.”

She was classified with 
combat medical while in 
Afghanistan. She explains 
that military medical status 
is a bit different from civil-
ian medical status.

“I’m an EMT . . . mili-
tary paid for me to get my 
medical license, because 
they want all their medical 
technicians to be EMTs.”

She says Missouri 
offered the medical tech-
nician training, mainly, 
to challenge their nursing 
board. “I challenged it. I 
passed it. Got my nursing 
license, and then I got out 
of the military.

The two Bedford County 
natives and their little one 
live in the home given to 
Keith by his grandparents―
one which sat empty for 
10 years as she served her 
country. 

The words “welcome 
home” ring deep with 
Keith and Amanda. She’s 
certainly writing down 
all her experiences from 
Afghanistan to childbirth 
in Kayleigh’s baby book.

“I wrote everything 
down, from the ice storm . 
. . lights cut off in hospital, 
everything.”

Keith and Amanda 
have high hopes of bring-
ing another child into the 
world soon. So now she 
has another reason to be 
very careful to whom she’s 
exposed.

She says for now, she 
says a lot of social distanc-
ing is just the norm for her 
little family. “I stay away 
from everyone. Normally, 
it’s me, my husband and 
baby, together. When we 
go somewhere, sanitize, get 
right back in the car.”

enfinger
(Continued from Page 1)

71 from the Hispanic com-
munity. While some were 
returning for their second 
shot, there were also some 
newcomers, the church 
reports.

“None of this would 
have been possible, I 
believe, without the encour-
agement and planning with 
Father Luis Rojas who took 
what the Pope [Francis] 
expressed . . . staying in 
contact with our health 
community on numbers 
regarding our community,” 
said church member Luci 
Taylor.

The Pope stated on Aug. 
20 in a global ad campaign 
that when each individual 
makes a small act of char-
ity, like getting the COVID-

19 vaccine, every gesture 
added together can trans-
form the world. “Being 
vaccinated with vaccines 
authorized by the compe-
tent authorities is an act of 
love,” Pope Francis shared 
during that ad campaign.

Father Rojas said there 
are a lot of thanks that go out 
to local health department 
officials Jennifer Thomas 
and Teala Donaldson and 
the entire health depart-
ment staff. He also thanked 
Fredia Lusk, executive 
director of the Community 
Clinic, and staff, for their 
assistance in getting the 
news to their patients.

Last, but certainly not 
least, Father Rojas thanked 
his church for working in 
many facets to make this 
vaccination program a suc-
cess.

The priest smiles.

church
(Continued from Page 1)
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Video leads police to suspect
T-G STAFF REPORT

Security video helped 
Shelbyville police track 
a suspect in an auto bur-
glary at Middle Tennessee 
Prescription Service, Bethany 
Lane, on Wednesday after-
noon.

Jamison Lee Shipley, 20, 
of Barksdale Lane was arrest-
ed when officers found him 
on Bethany Lane. 

Shipley was held on 
$5,000 bond.

Not a T-G call
The Times-Gazette does 

not cold-call subscribers by 
telephone.

Two readers have reported 
receiving phone calls from 
a 1-800 number stating their 
newspaper subscription is 
about to expire and request-
ing updated credit card infor-
mation.

Do NOT give your credit 
or financial information to 
phone callers. These calls are 
scams.

The recipients say the 
caller never names a particu-
lar newspaper and the voice 
sounds robotic.

Times-Gazette subscrib-
ers who want information 
about their subscription sta-
tus should call the circulation 
office, 931-684-1200.

Jail intake
The following were 

charged since Wednesday by 
the Bedford County Sheriff’s 
Office, Shelbyville Police 
Department, Tennessee 
Highway Patrol or 17th 
Judicial District Drug Task 
Force. They are only charged; 
guilt or innocence will be 
determined by the courts.

•Wyatt Ervin Allen, 52, 
South Hillcrest Drive; failure 
to appear; held, $5,000 bond

•Christy Lynn Anderson, 
47, Knob Creek Road; driving 
on revoked license, property, 
immediate notice of accident, 
failure to appear; held, $5,000 
bond

•David Alexander Arieta, 
26, Antioch; DUI, possession 
of schedule VI drug, no driv-
er’s license, failure to main-
tain lane; released, $5,000 
bond

•Shawn Lee Baffo, 32, 
Elizabeth Street; driving 
on revoked license (sixth 
offense), no insurance; held, 
$3,000 bond

•Sara Jo Barham, 27, 
Peacock Lane; shoplifting, 
bondsman surrender; held, 
$2,750 bond

•Bonnie Joe Brown, 35, 
Rabbit Branch Road; driving 

on suspended license, speed-
ing; summons issued

•Diego Cardoso Mercado, 
24, Madison Street; driving 
on suspended license, speed-
ing, registration violation; 
released on recognizance

•Jyasmine Castellano, 26, 
Frank Martin Road; shoplift-
ing; released, $250 bond

•Cole Chambers, 39, South 
Cannon Boulevard; misuse of 
911; held, $2,000 bond

•Tadelro Dashawn Conley, 
30, Barksdale Lane; driv-
ing on revoked license (sec-
ond offense), light law; held, 
$2,000 bond

•Michael Lee Cox, 33, 
Anthony Lane; aggravated 
domestic assault, domestic 
assault; released, $22,500 
bond

•Tammy Nicole Crowley, 
45, Bay Minette, Alabama; 
show cause hearing, proba-
tion revocation; held, $7,500 
bond

•Timothy Scott Davis, 54, 
Big Springs Road; driving 
on suspended license (fifth 
offense), speeding; released, 
$5,000 bond

•Kelly Nicole Dodson, 39, 
East Depot Street; theft of 
property; held, $2,500 bond

•Morgan Danielle Dunn, 
25, Lantern Lane; failure to 
appear, bench warrant (pos-
session of drug parapherna-
lia); held, $4,000 bond

•Joseph Brock Edmondson, 
37, Chestnut Drive; failure to 
appear, bondsman surren-
der, bench warrant, domestic 
assault; held, $4,000 bond

•Zandi Engelbrecht, 
23, Spring Hill; DUI; held, 
$2,500 bond

•Ronald Franklin Ferrell, 
52, Cowan Avenue; failure 
to appear, criminal imper-
sonation, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, possession 
of schedule II drug; held, 
$11,500 bond

•Terrence Mauri 
Fortenberry, 27, Hickory 
Drive; perjury, violation of 
sex offender registry (two 
counts); held, $30,000 bond

•Maria Miguel Gaspar, 
32, Wheeler Street; light law, 
driving on suspended license; 
released, no bond

•Myiah Nicole Grizzard, 
20, Nashville; possession of 
schedule VI drug, speeding; 
summons issued

•David Martin Hightower, 
58, North Thompson Street; 
domestic assault; held, $7,500 
bond

•James McKinley Jett, 49, 
Peacock Lane; attachment; 
held, $1,000 bond

•Francisco Perez Lopez, 
28, Smyrna; driving on 
revoked license, light law; 

released on recognizance
•Braxton Lee McAllister, 

18, Lewis Avenue; domestic 
assault; held, $3,000 bond

•Jayden Russell Moody, 
20, Pressgrove Road; public 
intoxication; released, $500 
bond

•Terry Dwight Moon-
ingham, 38, homeless, 
Shelbyville; theft of motor 
vehicle (two counts), felo-
ny vandalism, driving on 
revoked license (two counts), 
auto burglary; held, $48,500 
bond

•Michael Allen Morris, 34, 
Murfreesboro; public intoxi-
cation; held, $500 bond

•Kathy Shanowa M. 
Parker, 18, Petersburg; no 
driver’s license, failure to 
yield, no insurance; released 
on recognizance

•Dustin Tyler Pate, 30, 
Murfreesboro; failure to 
appear, bench warrant; held, 
$3,000 bond

•Alvaro G. Perez, 39, 
Edgemont Drive; driving on 
suspended license, speeding 
(44/30); released on recog-
nizance

•Kyren Tiez Perkins, 25, 
Cedar River Road; proba-
tion revocation; held, $5,000 
bond

•Bruce Alan Prince, 40, 
Estill Springs; rape of a 
child (two counts), failure 
to appear, bench warrant 
(probation revocation); held, 
$75,000 bond

•Mashavu Sheri Qualls. 
24, Landers Street; no driver’s 
license, no insurance, speed-
ing; released on recognizance

•Nellie Mai Redd, 43, 
Couch Lane; failure to appear; 
released, $2,500 bond

•Kilmar Escobar Reyes, 
24, Antioch; public intoxica-
tion; released, no bond

•John Casey Sadler, 
33, Viking Lane; domestic 
assault; held, $7,500 bond

•Lauren Ellon Smith, 
34, Adams Hollow Road; 
aggravated domestic assault; 
released, $2,500 bond•Jay 
Lynsey Boyce, 49, Spring 
Hill; violation of probation; 
summons delivered

•Bonnie Joe Brown, 35, 
Rabbit Branch Road; public 
intoxication; held, $1,000 
bond

•Godice Clark, 23, 
Landers Street; aggravated 
robbery (four counts), failure 
to appear, domestic assault, 
violation of probation; held, 
$250,000 bond

•Christopher Patrick 
Ratleph, 49, Clyde Gleaves 
Road; contempt of court; 
summons issued

•Joseph Erwin Rohlman, 
55, Winchester; violation of 

probation; summons issued
•Olivia Elizabeth Sales, 

44, Madison, Tennessee; fail-
ure to appear, bench warrant; 
held, $4,000 bond

•Jamison Lee Shipley, 20, 
Barksdale Lane; auto bur-
glary; held, $5,000 bond

•Destiny Colleena Taylor, 
19, Mankin Road; failure to 

appear, capias; held, $4,500 
bond

•Michael Peyton Vaughn, 
21, Alton Avenue; proba-
tion revocation-amendment; 
released, no bond

•David M. Worosz, 28, 
Landers Street; disorderly 
conduct, resisting arrest; held, 
$5,000 bond

WHILE IT LASTS

T-G Photos by Zoe Haggard

There’s still plenty of time to support vendors at the 83rd Tennessee Walking Horse 
National Celebration. But hurry, they’ll all be packing up their wares and food tonight.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS

SHELBYVILLE POWER,WATER & SEWERAGE SYSTEM
CDBG PROJECT NO. 13987

Separate sealed bids for construction of Sewer System Improvements for the Shelbyville Power,Water & Sewerage System acting on behalf of
the City of Shelbyville,Tennessee will be received at the office of said Shelbyville Power,Water & Sewerage System located at 308 South Main
Street,Shelbyville,Tennessee 37162 until 2:00 p.m.Central Time,Thursday,September 30,2021,at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. Bids being mailed for this work should be mailed to David H. Crowell, General Manager, Shelbyville Power,Water
& Sewerage System, P.O. Box 530, Shelbyville,TN 37162, and each bidder shall be responsible for their delivery by the above noted time.
The work involved is in one (1) contract and consists of the following generally described work:

CONTRACT 21-01
SHOFFNER BOMAR CDBG SEWER REHABILITATION

• Approximately 4,084 L.F. of 12-inch PVC Gravity Sewer
• Approximately 946 L.F. of 10-inch PVC Gravity Sewer
• Approximately 168 L.F. of 8-inch PVC Gravity Sewer
• Approximately 99 L.F. of 12-inch DIP Gravity Sewer
• Approximately 63 L.F. of 8-inch DIP Gravity Sewer
• 25 Precast Manholes
• Approximately 42 Sewer Service Reconnections
The allotted time for construction of Contract 21-01 is 120 calendar days; liquidated damages for non-completion are $1,000 per calendar
day.
The CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be examined at the following locations:
J. R.Wauford & Company, 2835 Lebanon Pike, Nashville,TN 37214
Complete digital project bidding documents are available at www.questcdn.com and/or www.jrwauford.com. Bidders may download the
digital plan documents for $30.00 by inputting Quest project # 8022855 on the QuestCDN project search page. Please contact QuestCDN
at 952-233-1632 or info@questcdn.com for assistance in free membership registration, downloading, and working with the digital project
information. Inquiries should be directed to J. Gregory Davenport, P.E., Project Manager, email gregd@jrwauford.com.
All bidders must be licensed general contractors as required by the Contractor’s Licensing Act of 1976 of the General Assembly of the State
of Tennessee and qualified for the type of construction being bid upon. EACH BIDDER SHALL WRITE ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE ENVELOPE
CONTAINING THE BID THE CONTRACTOR’S LICENSE NUMBER,THE EXPIRATION DATE,AND THAT PART OF THE CLASSIFICATION APPLYING TO THIS
BID. If this is not done, the bid will not be opened.
Each bidder must deposit with his/her bid, security in the amount, form and subject to the conditions provided in the Instructions for Bidders.
The successful bidder is required to furnish both an acceptable performance bond and payment bond each in the amount of one hundred
percent (100%) of the contract price.
Each bidder shall be properly licensed and abide by the provisions of TCA 62-6-119 including part (b) which states in part:
“(b) The person or entity involved in the preparation of the invitation to bid or comparable bid documents, including any electronic bid
documents, shall direct that the following information be written upon the bid envelope or provided within the electronic bid document: (1)
The name, license number, expiration date thereof, and license classification of the contractor applying to bid for the prime contract; (2) The
name, license number, expiration date thereof, and license classification of the contractor applying to bid for the masonry contract where the
total cost of the materials and labor for the masonry portion of the construction project exceeds one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000);
(3) The name, license number, expiration date thereof, and license classification of the contractor applying to bid for the electrical, plumbing,
heating, ventilation, or air conditioning contracts except when such contractor’s portion of the construction project is less than twenty-five
thousand dollars ($25,000); (4) For each vertical closed loop geothermal heating and cooling project, the company name, department of
environment and conservation license number, classification (G, L or G,L) and the expiration date, except when the geothermal portion of the
construction project is in an amount less than twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000); (5) Prime contractor bidders who are to perform the
masonry portion of the construction project which exceeds one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), materials and labor, the electrical,
plumbing, heating, ventilation or air conditioning or the geothermal heating and cooling must be so designated; and (6) Only one (1)
contractor in each of the classifications listed above shall be written on the bid envelope or provided within the electronic bid document.”
In compliance with TCA 12-4-126(a) and (b), the ENGINEER will not issue addenda less than forty-eight (48) hours before the bid opening
date and time.Any questions concerning the bid documents shall be received by the ENGINEER before ninety-six (96) hours prior to the bid
opening date and time.
All bidders shall comply with all provisions of TCA 50-9-113 as it relates to Drug-FreeWorkplace requirements.The Contractor shall complete
the Drug-Free Workplace Affidavit of the Prime Bidder form and submit it with his/her bid.The Contractor shall be responsible for any of its
Subcontractor(s) compliance with said law.
All bidders shall comply with all provisions of Chapter 878 of TCA 12-4-1 as it relates to certification of compliance regarding illegal
immigrants. The Contractor shall complete the Statement of Compliance Certificate Illegal Immigrants and submit it with his/her bid. The
Contractor shall be responsible for any of its Subcontractor’s compliance with said law.
All bidders shall comply with all provisions of Chapter 817 of TCA 12-12-106 as it relates to certification of compliance regarding the Iran
Divestment Act.The Contractor shall complete the Statement of Compliance Certificate Iran Divestment Act and submit it with her/her bid.The
Contractor shall be responsible for any of its Subcontractor’s compliance with said law.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to waive informalities,and to negotiate with the apparent qualified best bidder or bidders
to such extent as may be necessary.
No bidder may withdraw his bid for 90 days, while the Owner considers the bids. Mutually agreed upon time extensions may be made if
necessary.
Attention of bidders is particularly called to the requirements as to conditions of employment to be observed and minimum wage rates to be
paid under the contract, Section 3, Segregated Facility, Section 109 and E.O. 11246.
This project is funded by a grant through the Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development, Contract No. 13987. The
loan recipient must be in compliance with all applicable Davis-Bacon Act requirements. Federal funds will be involved in this project, and,
therefore, the Contractor shall be required to meet all applicable MBE/WBE requirements.
Qualified DBE firms may contact the office of the Engineer,2835 Lebanon Pike,Nashville,Tennessee 37214,615-883-3243 in order to obtain
a list of prospective bidding General Contractors or to obtain copies of bidding/contract documents.

SHELBYVILLE POWER,WATER & SEWERAGE SYSTEM /s/

David Crowell

David H. Crowell
General Manager

************
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community calendarOrganizing that messy garage

Garages can 
become an 
awfully cluttered 

jumble with way too 
much stuff that’s been 
dumped inside, and that 
can also be a danger to 
your family and vehi-
cles. Take these steps to 
get it all under control.

1. Organize everything 
in containers by season 
-- summer, winter, spring 
and fall -- or organize by 
category -- sports equip-
ment, gardening, car 
repair and holiday deco-
rations.

2. Install hanging 
racks, pegboards and 
shelves to organize and 
store larger items up and 
out of the way.

3. Keep garbage cans, 
lawn mowers and snow 
blowers in the same des-
ignated spots. 

4. Use fluorescent 
spray paint to outline 
parking spaces for cars 
and bikes.

5. And remember, 
right stuff in the right 
place! Show family mem-
bers where everything 
belongs. Never leave 
rakes or bikes on the 
floor, where people could 
trip on them. -- Heloise

PRICY BLOTTING 
TISSUES

Dear Heloise: I have 
oily skin and blot my 
face throughout the 
day. Blotting tissues are 
expensive for the number 
of sheets in a package, so 
I make my own. Buy a 
package of good quality 
tissue (wrapping) paper 
and cut it into squares or 
rectangles. Use the shiny 
side to blot your face. It’s 
easy to make and use, 
and very inexpensive. 
-- Sharon Johnson, via 
email

Sharon, this is a good 
money-saving hint, and 
it solves a problem. -- 
Heloise

DOUBLE-DUTY 
CLEANER

Dear Heloise: I have 
an older Honda, which is 
great, but the headlights 
became covered with an 
unattractive film that, 
I felt, also minimized 
their efficiency. I tried 
toothpaste and a paste I 
bought online, but neither 
worked. I heard a shop 
would fix the problem 
for $250! I just couldn’t 
accept that!

I decided to try a 
heavy-duty cleaner that 
I use for my glass-top 
stove, which I bought 
from a big-box store. 
Voila! It worked like a 
charm, and my head-
lights are now as good as 
new. And I saved $250! 
-- Bobbe Dannenbrink, 
Canandaigua, N.Y.

WHEN RENTING A 
CAR

Dear Readers: Here 
are several helpful hints 
and precautions that you 
can take to make sure 
renting a car is a good 
experience. When you get 
to your rented auto and 
before you leave the lot, 
walk around it to make 
sure there are no dents or 
scratches so you are not 
charged for those dam-
ages. Also, it might be a 
good idea when you rent 
it to take pictures of the 
car’s interior and exterior 
to have a record of the 
condition of the car. And 
one final hint: When 
you take pictures in the 
parking lot, you also can 
record the lot address, 
lane number or parking 
spot number. -- Heloise

Hints 
from  
Heloise
Heloise

church activities

Send calendar items to tgnews@t-g.
com, notify us on Facebook, call 931-
684-1200 or drop by our offices, 323 
E. Depot St., weekdays from 9 a.m.-4 
p.m.

today 

Fish fry
Bedford County Rescue Unit, 433 

E. Depot St., is having a carry-out 
only fish fry 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 4. French fries and hush pup-
pies will also be available. Plates 
are $8. Call Charles Grant, 931-580-
1142, or Phillip Grant, 931-205-4168, 
for more information.

Flat Creek gathering
Flat Creek Community Center will 

have its monthly potluck meal and 
entertainment 6 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
4. Musical entertainment includes 
Downtown Squad, four local musi-
cians, Bill Copeland, Rhonda Styer, 
Alex Stidham and Angelia Wood.

sunday

Reunion
Descendants of Thomas Jefferson 

and Elizabeth Adcock are invited 
to a covered dish reunion Sunday, 
September 5 at Griffin Park.

tuesday

Bell Buckle planning
Bell Buckle Planning Commission 

will meet 6 p.m. Tuesday, September 
7 in Town Hall.

Wednesday

Bag day
Good Samaritan will hold a 

bag day noon-2 p.m. Wednesday, 
September 8 at 201 E. Highland St.

Bell Buckle parks
Bell Buckle Parks and Recreation 

Committee will meet 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 8 in Town 
Hall.

sePt. 12

Gospel concert
The Higgins Family will perform 

11 a.m. Sunday, September 12 
at Whitaker Church of God, 120 
Bethlehem Church Road. Lunch will 
be served.

sePt. 25

Police Fun Run
The annual Police Fun Run, 

benefitting the Shelbyville Police 
Benevolent Association, is scheduled 
at 8 a.m. Saturday, September 25 
starting at the Shelbyville Central 
High School parking lot. A 10K race, 
separate 5K race and 1-mile fun walk 
are included. Pre-registration, which 
includes a free shirt, is at SPBA Fun 
Run, 109 Lane Parkway, SHelbyville, 
TN 37160.

sePt. 30

Hazardous waste
The annual Household Hazardous 

Waste cleanup will be Saturday, 
September 25 from 8 a.m.-noon at 
Bedford County Agriculture Center.

onGoinG

Soup kitchen
Shelbyville Community Soup 

Kitchen serves meals from 4-5 p.m. 
Tuesdays at the old Save-A-Lot build-
ing on South Cannon Boulevard. 
One take-away meal per person 
present, with come-and-go service 
only. Donations may be made to 
Shelbyville Community Soup Kitchen, 
122 Public Square N., Shelbyville, TN 
37160 and are tax deductible under 
its 501c3 non-profit designation.

DesJarlais forum
Lynne Davis, field representa-

tive for U.S. Rep. Scott DesJarlais, 
is available from 10-11 a.m. each 
Thursday at the Bedford County 
Courthouse to field constituent ques-
tions. DesJarlais, who represents the 
4th District, will not be present.

Seniors meals
Shelbyville-Bedford County Senior 

Citizens Center will have meals avail-
able for curbside pickup until further 
notice. Call April, 931-684-0019 from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. weekdays for more 
information or to place an order. A 
two-day notice is required.

County meetings
Bedford County Courthouse is 

closed for government meetings 
until November due to remodel-
ing. Meetings of the full County 
Commission are held at Shelbyville 
Central High School auditorium on 
Eagle Boulevard and committee 
meetings at Bedford County Office 
Complex on Dover Street.

Send church news to tgnews@t-g.
com.

Baptist
Grace Baptist Church’s message 

will be  “Praying With Confidence” 
from 1 John 5:14-15. Services are 
livestreamed.

Christian (Disciples of 
Christ)

The series on “Faithful Men & 
Women of God” will conclude with 
a look at the Old Testament story 
of Ruth & Her Redeemer at First 

Christian Church.

Church of Christ
Fairlane Church of Christ’s ser-

mon will be “Prayer Postures” from 
Ephesians 3:14-19. The service will 
be livestreamed and broadcast on 
WZNG (100.9 FM/1400 AM)

“This Is A Test!” from Luke 5:4-
6, part of the Luke’s Gospel series, 
will be the lesson at Southside 
Church of Christ. David Easter will 
speak on Rahab on Wednesday in the 
Summer Series. The 10 a.m. Sunday 
and 6 p.m. Wednesday services are 
livestreamed at cofcsouthside.com.

Methodist
“Don’t Be Absurd!” from Mark 

7:31-37 will be the message at First 
United Methodist Church. This 
will be a Service of Word and Table 
which will include communion. 
The service will be livestreamed on 
Facebook and broadcast on WLIJ 
(98.7 FM/1580 AM).

Nazarene
Rev. Greg Keller will be preach-

ing Sunday at First Church of 
the Nazarene. Services are lives-
treamed.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
This Notice is to inform the public that the

Shelbyville Housing Authority
in accordance with Section 511 of the “Quality Housing and Work
Responsibility Act (QHWRA) of 1998” and HUD’s implementing
Regulations, will hold a Public Hearing on the Housing Authority’s
Public Housing Agency Plan (Five Year Plan) for the Fiscal Year
Beginning January 1, 2022 – 2026. The Draft Public Housing
Agency Plan and supporting documentation may be reviewed by all
interested parties at the Shelbyville Housing Authority Office. The
Office is located at 316 Templeton Street, Shelbyville, Tennessee.
All interested parties are requested to make comments and
recommendations before the Board of Commissioners adopts the
Five-Year Agency Plan and submits to HUD for approval.

The Public Hearing will be held as follows:
Date: September 22, 2021

Time: 12:00 Noon
Location: Tate Street Community Center

539 Tate Street
Shelbyville, Tennessee

Comments should be addressed to Mr. Ronald Tillman,
Executive Director, Shelbyville Housing Authority, P.O. Box 560,
316 Templeton Street, Shelbyville, TN 37160. Comments should
be sent on or before the date of the Public Hearing.

An Equal Opportunity and Section 3 Employer

1735 North Main
P.O.Box 1330
Shelbyville,TN
931-575-5050

Jeff Floyd

PUBLIC NOTICE
City Hall will be

closed on Monday,
September 6, 2021,
in observance of

Labor Day.
Monday’s trash route will be picked up on Tuesday,
September 7, 2021, with Tuesday’s regular route.
Please be advised per the Residential Solid Waste Rules
of the Shelbyville Public Works Department trash must be
curbside no later than 6:00 AM on the scheduled day of
collection. To see a complete list of Rules and Regulations
please refer to the Public Works Department website,
www.shelbyvilletn.org/publicworks.htm

Lisa Smith, City Recorder
Buck Vallad, Public Works Director

The Shelbyville Times-Gazette is hiring!

PoSiTion oPeninG

Newspaper Carrier Position
3 days/week

Come by and fill out an application.
No calls please.

323 e.Depot Street, Shelbyville

Rain changes increase later in weekend

Saturday looks like the 
best day of your weekend 
with partly sunny skies 
and a high of 85 degrees. 
A chance of showers is 
expected to move in late 

Saturday night and contin-
ue on Sunday. Most of next 
week will see partly cloudy 
and only a slight chance of 
showers and high tempera-
tures in the mid-to-upper 
80s.

The remains of 
Hurricane Ida brought 
3 to 6 inches of rain to 
Middle Tennessee with the 
heaviest amounts reported 
in Rutherford County. A 
rain gauge located 7 miles 
Northwest of Shelbyville 
recorded 3.32 inches.

We have rolled into the 
month of September and 
we can get anything from 
90 degrees  to frost during 
the month so it’s going to 
be really interesting to see   
what the month holds in 
store for us.

This week my local 
Farm Bureau board of 
directors in Cumberland 
County presented me 
with the 2021 Friend of 
Agriculture award. I am 
very honored to receive 
this award and I have 

always loved providing 
weather information to the 
agricultural community. If 
I can ever assist you in any 
way, just drop an email to 
weather1@charter.net

In our evening sky this 
week you can see the very 
bright planet Venus in the 
Western sky after sunset. 
Jupiter is the planet rising 
in the Southeastern sky 
shining brightly as the 
night goes along.

• Steve Norris is a 
trained meteorologist.

Steve
Norris
 
Weather
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The deal 
with GMOs
Diabetes used to be 

a death sentence. 
In the early 1900s, 

diabetics only expected 
to live a few years after 
diagnosis. Today however, 
diabetics live about as 
long as the general popu-
lation. This is because 
scientists figured out how 
to create human insulin, 
something diabetics need 
to live. And they did it 
using a genetically modi-
fied organism.

Genetically modified 
organisms, or GMOs, are 
inescapable in our modern 
world. As the name sug-
gests, a GMO is simply 
anything whose genes have 
been changed by humans. 
As I’ve talked about 
before, DNA is the set of 
instructions our cells use to 
create complex organisms 
like you. Genes are just 
segments of the DNA that 
encode for specific things. 
One gene for example 
encodes how to make insu-
lin.

In the 1970s, scientists 
figured out how to put this 
gene in a bacterium, so it 
started making insulin. 
This insulin could then 
be isolated and used to 
treat diabetic patients. In 
fact, most insulin today is 
derived from GMOs using 
the same process. Many 
other life saving drugs 
come from GMOs as well.

But GMOs extend far 
beyond the medical field. 
Well over 90% of the 
soybean, corn, and cot-
ton crops in America are 
GMOs. Plants have been 
altered to grow faster, yield 
larger fruits, have a longer 
shelf life, resist pesticides, 
and even taste better. The 
first genetically modified 
animal—a salmon which 
matures twice as fast as 
normal—was approved 
in 2015. Estimates claim 
about 75% of processed 
foods in America contain 
GMO products.

This might be alarming 
to you. Will you get can-
cer or some other disease 
from these “unnatural” 
foods? Well, no. At least, 
not because they contain 
GMOs.

GMOs have been on the 
market for decades now 
and studies from around 
the world have shown them 
to be no less safe than 
non-GMO crops. When 
you eat anything, GMO or 
not, it is broken down and 
the DNA in particular is 
almost entirely degraded. 
What little that remains 
has no way to merge with 
your DNA. So DNA from 
your food never finds its 
way into the DNA of your 
cells, regardless of whether 

it’s a GMO. Your favorite 
brand of potato chips aren’t 
unhealthy because they 
contain GMOs, they’re 
unhealthy because they’re 
potato chips.

But why are GMOs 
even necessary? By using 
genetically modified crops, 
farmers can increase 
harvests while decreas-
ing growing time. Many 
of these crops require 
less pesticide and herbi-
cide use, meaning using 
GMO crops can decrease 
environmental pollution. 
GMO crops can be more 
resistant to droughts and 
flooding, something that 
will become increasingly 
important in the future. 
Some produce excess vita-
mins and nutrients and 
may prove useful in com-
bating malnutrition in poor 
regions of the world. 

GMOs aren’t all good 
though. Currently, GMOs 
can be patented, mean-
ing corporations have the 
rights to a particular crop. 
In fact, in a case before 
the US Supreme Court, 
GMO giant Monsanto suc-
cessfully sued an Indiana 
farmer for planting their 
genetically modified 
canola seeds without an 
agreement. Some compa-
nies are trying to introduce 
plants which cannot pro-
duce working seeds at all, 
meaning you would have 
to return to them every 
year to buy new seeds. 
Regardless, most of the big 
issues with GMOs relate to 
modern farming practices 
and patent law, not any-
thing inherently bad about 
GMOs themselves.

Altogether, GMOs do 
more good than harm, and 
they’re very likely here to 
stay. They aren’t danger-
ous, and some even save 
lives. They allow for more 
fruitful crops, help protect 
the environment, and in 
some cases provide bet-
ter nutrition. So don’t fear 
GMOs. You’ve probably 
eaten one today.

• Brian Young, Jr. 
is a senior at Harvard 
University studying human 
developmental and regen-
erative biology. He can 
be reached at briany-
oung0718@gmail.com.

‘Nobody Trashes Tennessee’ gains momentum
Tennessee is known 

for its natural 
beauty, with 4,022 

of the state’s 96,167 miles 
of public roads classified 
as scenic. These roads play 
an essential role in con-
necting communities and 
families as well as driving 
the economy. 

Litter along our public 
roads has implications 
beyond being an eyesore. 
It’s an enormous burden to 
the state with impacts on 
public health and safety, 
the environment, and the 
economy. Public education 
and cleaning up this litter 
along public roads cost 
Tennessee Department of 
Transportation (TDOT) 
$19 million annually. 
Since 1983, a special tax 
levied on soft drinks, and 
malt beverages has funded 
these efforts – funds that 
could potentially be used 
for road maintenance and 

infrastructure improve-
ments.

Nobody Trashes 
Tennessee (NTT), the 
State of Tennessee’s lit-
ter prevention campaign 
managed by TDOT, is a 
comprehensive, statewide 
communications campaign 
that tells the story of litter 
on Tennessee’s roadways 
and its impact on public 
health and safety, the eco-
system, and the economy. 
By juxtaposing the beauty 
of Tennessee with the ugli-
ness of litter, NTT lever-
ages the intense feelings 
of state pride to activate 
Tennesseans across the 
state to become a part of 
the solution. The campaign 
provides resources and 
opportunities for residents 
to take both personal and 
volunteer actions to help 
prevent and reduce litter.

Using entertaining con-
tent to engage with Gen 

Z and Millennial target 
audiences, the creative 
approach draws them into 
our story and taps into 
their environmentally 
conscious perspectives 
and attitudes. By show-
ing them the scope of the 
problem and the dam-
age caused by litter, we 
believe we can push them 
to take action to reduce 
their littering behavior and 
get their peers involved 
– positioning them as 
champions and encourag-
ing them to volunteer to 
get involved in the larger 
issue. Based on our analy-
sis of these audiences’ 
demographic and psycho-
graphic profiles, they are 
already primed to take 
cause-related actions, and 
our next phase is designed 
to tap into this potential.

To determine the scope 
of the litter problem along 
our roadways, TDOT con-

ducted research in 2006 
and 2016. This statewide 
research included the 
“Visible Litter Study,” a 
pioneering field study of 
litter along TDOT rights-
of-way (nFront Consulting, 
October 2016). The find-
ings revealed that while 
the state of littering in 
Tennessee has improved 
significantly since 2006 
– dropping by 43 percent 
– there are still 100 mil-
lion pieces of litter on the 
state’s roadways at any 
given time, and 18 percent 
of this litter ends up in 
streams and waterways as 
pollution. 

The study also showed 
that 28 percent of litter is 
deliberate. Beverage con-
tainers, lids, and straws 
were revealed as the big-
gest problem with inten-
tional litter. The remaining 
72 percent is considered 
unintentional litter and 

includes vehicle debris and 
trash flying out of uncov-
ered vehicles. 

Research conducted 
in May 2021 that helped 
guide the next phase of the 
NTT campaign includes 
a quantitative survey to 
determine baseline aware-
ness of the litter problem 
(Decision Analyst, May 
2021) and focus groups to 
help understand attitudes 
towards litter and to test 
litter prevention messaging 
(Epiphany, May 2021). 

The campaign also 
includes expanded state-
wide public education 
initiatives and additional 
resources and support for 
all 95 county partners – 
who in 2020 alone and 
despite COVID restric-
tions – removed 21 mil-
lion pounds of litter from 
roadways and cleaned 
up 4,023 illegal roadside 
dump sites. 

As the Volunteer state, 
our unique character is 
built on our history of 
stewardship and service. 
Learn more about how to 
join the movement to pre-
vent and reduce littering at 
NobodyTrashesTennessee.
com. Two ways to get 
involved include the 
Adopt-A-Highway 
Program and reporting lit-
tering incidents through 
the Tennessee Litter 
Hotline (1-877-8LITTER).

• Clay Bright is 
Tennessee Commissioner 
of Transportation, TDOT 

Clay
Bright

‘Right to Work’ 
proposal is misleading

“The only effective 
answer to organized greed 
is organized labor.”

—Thomas Donahue

In the weeks leading 
up to Labor Day, I’ve 
found myself reflect-

ing on this quote by 
Thomas Donahue, for-
mer secretary-treasurer 
and president of the 
AFL-CIO.

Working people across 
the country, including 
right here in the South, 
have been taking this sen-
tence and transforming it 
into action throughout the 
past year.

From the brave 
employees at Amazon’s 
Bessemer, Alabama 
warehouse who sought to 
organize their workplace, 
to their nearby neighbors 
in Brookwood who have 
been on strike against 
Warrior Met Coal since 
April, workers are stand-
ing up to corporate special 
interests and demanding 
that they be treated with 
the dignity and respect 
that they deserve.

In Tennessee, members 
of the Air Engineering 
Metal Trades Council who 
work at Arnold Air Force 
Base in Tullahoma went 
on strike just two months 
ago before securing a new 
contract that contained 

fair wages and protected 
their critically-important 
health care and disability 
benefits.

These three examples 
send a clear message to 
workers everywhere: this 
is what solidarity looks 
like.

Labor Day is a time to 
celebrate what working 
people have accomplished 
while recommitting our-
selves to the important 
work that still needs to be 
done.

Here in Tennessee, that 
“to-do” list is quite exten-
sive as working families 
continue to be tested like 
never before.

In just 14 months, vot-
ers across the state will 
be tasked with deciding 
whether or not to enshrine 
Tennessee’s so-called 
“Right to Work” law in 
the state constitution.

The concept of “Right 
to Work may sound like a 
good idea, but in reality, 
it’s the complete opposite.

These laws originated 
during the Jim Crow era 
and are intended to strip 
workers from having a 
voice in negotiating things 
like fair wages, good ben-
efits and safe workplaces.

Backers of these 
“Right to Work” laws 
love to claim that the 
goal is to protect work-

ers’ freedom from being 
forced to join a union.

Their argument, how-
ever, is invalid: federal 
law already makes it ille-
gal to force someone to 
belong to a labor union.

“Right to Work” actu-
ally means less freedom 
for workers, not more.

So the question 
remains: why are we even 
considering amending 
the state constitution to 
include a harmful law 
that has already been 
on the books for over 
70 years and affects less 
than 10% of working 
Tennesseans?

The answer is simple: 
corporate special inter-
est groups and big busi-
ness run the state of 
Tennessee, using their 
political allies to push 
their self-serving agenda 
at a time when their con-
stituents are facing very 
real and serious issues.

Enough is enough.
While the election is 

still over a year away, 
I call on Tennesseans 
of all political stripes 
this Labor Day to think 
very carefully about how 
important this decision 
will be to the future of 
our state.

Do we want Tennessee 
to be known as a place 
that easily sells out to 

those with deep pockets 
at the expense of the 
workers?

Do we want to be 
known as the state that 
amends its sacred con-
stitution at the drop of a 
hat?

Do we want to con-
tinue to make headlines 
as the state with the high-
est number of minimum 
wage jobs and an econo-
my that does not work for 
everyone?

Ultimately, the choice 
is yours.

We hope that you 
decide to join us over 
this next year as we 
show Tennessee’s leader-
ship that we are ready to 
answer their organized 
greed with the power, 
strength, and solidarity of 
working people.

• Billy Dycus is 
the president of the 
Tennessee AFL-CIO 
Labor Council, which is 
the leading voice for over 
60,000 working people 
statewide.

Billy
Dycus
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Football 
makes 
triumphant 
return
Finally, we 

have foot-
ball. 

It’s been 
nearly two years 
since we’ve seen 
“regular” football 
environments in 
college stadiums 
across the nation.

On Thursday night, fans packed Neyland 
Stadium and for the first time since 2019, the 
Tennessee Volunteers were welcomed onto the 
field, running through the Tennessee “T” in 
one of the greatest traditions in college football.

I often joke that football is a little less of a 
sport and more of a religion, and truthfully, it’s 
pretty accurate. 

A typical regiment of football for me con-
sists of covering my games on Thursday night, 
rushing home to catch the Thursday night high-
lighted college football game and flipping to 
the NFL Thursday game.

Friday nights, I walk the sidelines at which-
ever high school I happen to be covering that 
week, sporting my Old Gold and Blue and 
making wild predictions about my beloved 
WVU Mountaineers’ game on Saturday.

Saturdays, I always wake up early and begin 
editing all our football coverage from Friday 
night and getting stories posted to the website 
— all while watching College Gameday Live. 

From there, I plant myself in the living 
room, often in front of three different TV’s, all 
with different games on, to make sure I don’t 
miss any of the big games. 

Sundays, I will typically venture out to a 
sports bar to watch my NFL team, the Carolina 
Panthers, and finish the weekend watching 
whatever game on Sunday night. 

It truly is the best time of the year. 
For whatever amount of time we’re able to 

plug into the game, we’re able to forget the 
troubles of the world.

In a society so divided over COVID proto-
cols, politics and whatever other divisions we’re 
facing, football has such a unique ability to 
provide us with an escapism, even if just for a 
few hours. 

Whether you’re screaming “Rocky Top” 
at the top of your lungs in Neyland Stadium, 
yelling Roll Tide in Denny Bryant Stadium, or 
singing Country Roads in Morgantown, W.V. 
with 65,000 of your closest friends, enjoy it.

As 2020 taught us, it can all be gone in an 
instant. 

I don’t know what the rest of 2021 has in 
store for us, but hopefully it’s about three 
months of uninterrupted football. 

Maybe, just maybe, we can finally get a 
semblance of what normal life looks like again.

At least on Saturdays. 

• Chris Siers is sports editor of the Times-
Gazette. Email him at sports@t-g.com. 

BATTLE OF BEDFORD
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Cascade and Community Middle lineup in the midst of rainfall from former Hurricane Ida on Monday night. The Champions eventually took the 36-6 win. 

Even with blowout win, Vols 
have plenty to work on

By CHRIS SIERS
sports@t-g.com 

It’s hard to knock a 38-6 victory, but 
even with the blowout victory in Josh 
Heupel’s debut as head coach for the 
Volunteers, there’s still plenty Tennessee 
has to work on in order to remain com-
petitive throughout the remainder of the 
2021 schedule.

There was plenty of preseason talk 
about the type offense Heupel wants 
to run with this Tennessee team and 
fans were delighted to see Joe Milton 
orchestrate a warp-speed offense in the 
first quarter.

After forcing a three and out on the 
Falcons’ first drive, Tennessee orches-
trated a 66-yard scoring drive that 
spanned just 2:59 before Milton capped 
the drive with a four-yard touchdown 
run.

Another defensive stand on the 
following Bowling Green drive set 
up another light-speed drive by the 
Tennessee offense, this time spanning 
just 2:01 of game clock before Jabari 
Small burst into the end zone for a one-
yard score.

But after the first two drives, the 
Tennessee offense was sidelined for 
the majority of the second quarter as 
Bowling Green played keep away with 
a clock control game that allowed the 
Falcons to cut the Tennessee lead to 
eight points by halftime.

Nate Needham drilled a pair of field 
goals in the second quarter from 46 and 
50 yards to pull within one score. 

After the half, however, Tennessee’s 

athleticism just took over the game and 
the Volunteers were able to tack on three 
more touchdowns and a field goal.

Milton added a one-yard touchdown 
run to start the third quarter and Tiyon 
Evans added a 19-yard scamper with 
7:51 left in the frame.

Milton went to the air and connected 
with Cedric Tillman for a final touch-
down on a 40-yard strike in the closing 
minutes of the game.

Chase McGrath added a 43-yard field 
goal as well.

With Heupel wanting to instill a 
break-neck speed offense, fans were 
delighted to see flashes of what the team 
is capable of, but never with any regu-
larity or consistency in the pass game.

Out of the backfield, the Vols looked 
as good as they have in years, with 
Evans and Small both rushing for 116 
yards.

Milton added 44 yards on 14 carries 
as well. 

Where the offense showed incon-
sistency was with Milton in the pass 
game.

In several instances, Milton struggled 
to connect with his targets downfield.

He managed just 11-of-23 pass 
attempts for 140 yards. 

Whether the lack of production in the 
pass game was a reflection on Milton’s 
limitations or just Heupel wanting to not 
showcase as much of the playbook as 
possible remains to be seen.

In total, the Vols racked up 471 
offensive yards, with just 145 coming 
through the air.

Defensively, Tennessee allowed just 
219 total yards to the Falcons and lim-
ited Bowling Green to just 32 yards on 
the ground.

Tennessee’s longest scoring drive of 
the night took up just 3:28 of game clock, 
which ended on McGrath’s 43-yard field 
goal in the third quarter. 

The Vols had three additional scor-
ing drives that took less than two min-
utes each, with a fourth clocking in at 
2:01. 

Tennessee will get a truer litmus 
test in Week 2 against the Pittsburgh 
Panthers. 

Kickoff against Pitt will be at 11 a.m. 
next Saturday in Neyland Stadium.
Bowling Green      0  6  0   0 —   6
Tennessee   14  0 14 10 — 38

First Quarter 
Tenn — Joe Milton 4 run, (Chase McGrath kick), 10:25. 
Tenn — Jabari Small 1 run, (McGrath kick), 6:52.
Second Quarter 
BG — Nate Needham 42 field goal, 9:54.
BG — Needham 50 field goal, 1:16. 
Third Quarter 
Tenn — Milton 1 run, (McGrath kick), 12:53.
Tenn — Piyon Evans 19 run, (McGrath kick), 7:51.
Fourth Quarter 
Tenn — McGrath 43 field goal, 9:36. 
Tenn — Cedrick Tillman 40 pass from Milton, (McGrath kick), 
5:11. 

Chris
Siers
The Extra
Point

Former Titan Jurrell Casey retires 
NASHVILLE (AP) — 

Defensive tackle Jurrell 
Casey says his body helped 
him make the hard decision to 
retire from the NFL after 10 
seasons, the first nine with the 
Tennessee Titans and the last 
with Denver.

“The body itself told me 
what it’s going to be,” Casey 
said Thursday at a news con-
ference. “And I couldn’t keep 
going out there and damaging 
myself and not be there for my 
family for the long haul. So I 
made the decision to go ahead 
and call it quits.”

Casey made his announce-
ment at Nissan Stadium, 
where he became a five-
time Pro Bowl pick, six-time 
defensive captain and a team 
two-time Walter Payton NFL 
Man of the Year. His 51 sacks 

rank seventh in team history 
and are second only to Jevon 
Kearse’s 52 sacks since 1999 
in the Titans era.

Titans controlling owner 
Amy Adams Strunk congrat-
ulated Casey on his career, 
saying there was no greater 
model for what a player can 
do on and off the field than 
Casey. On the field, she said 
he was a force helping rebuild 
the franchise’s culture of suc-
cess capped by being a captain 
of the 2019 team that reached 
the AFC championship game.

General manager Jon 
Robinson, who traded Casey 
to Denver in March 2020, said 
it was easy to see the tackle’s 
passion for football, dedica-
tion to his teammates, his 
leadership and skills — along 
with his dominance on the 

field. He called him a “Titan 
for life” after an outstanding 
career.

“We talk about players that 
you’ve got to stop week in 
and week out, for the oppos-
ing team” Robinson said. 
“And you can rest assured 99 
was one of those guys for the 
opposing team. His picture 
was up there as a guy we’ve 
got to stop.”

Casey started 140 of 142 
career games with 51 sacks, 
59 tackles for loss, 19 passes 
defended, eight forced fum-
bles and five fumble recov-
eries. He missed only five 
games with the Titans as the 
77th pick overall in the third 
round of the 2011 draft out of 
Southern California.

After the Titans traded 
him to Denver,  Casey played 

three games before a biceps 
injury ended his season, and 
the Broncos released him in 
February.

His 139 regular-season 
games between 2011 and 
2019 tied for sixth among 
all NFL defensive linemen 
in that span. He matched 
Aaron Donald, Geno Atkins 
and Fletcher Cox as the only 
defensive linemen chosen for 
each Pro Bowl between 2015 
and 2019.

Casey had at least five 
sacks in seven straight seasons 
through 2019 with his best 
season in 2013 when he had a 
career-high 10 1/2 sacks.

He also founded The Casey 
Fund with his wife, Ryann, to 
support organizations helping 
at-risk youth and former pris-
oners.
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Vandy opens Clark Lea against ETSU
NASHVILLE (AP) — The Vanderbilt 

Commodores get a fresh start Saturday 
night with new coach Clark Lea and a new 
coaching staff.

They also get a chance to end a 10-game 
skid that started the week after beating 
East Tennessee State in November 2019, 
the very same team Vanderbilt hosts to 
open this season.

“The players are ecstatic,” Lea said. 
“They feel like they’ve been working hard 
over the past eight months to get to this 
point and to be finally here is quite the 
moment. The staff’s ecstatic, too. We’ve 
worked hard with these guys to build them 
to this moment, and yet this will just be 
Game 1.”

Lea is trying to build his alma mater into 
the contender he believes the Commodores 
can be. He’ll have to wait until later this 
season to snap the program’s 13-game 
Southeastern Conference skid.

“We’re all just itching to get out there,” 
said Lea, one of 10 coaches at their alma 
maters this season. “And so it’ll be surreal 

as kind of those gold helmets are lined up 
in the in the tunnel.”

Vanderbilt routed East Tennessee State 
38-0 on Nov. 23, 2019. The Bucs of the 
Southern Conference in the Football 
Championship Subdivision went 4-2 this 
spring with two games canceled. Coach 
Randy Sanders has had to prepare to face 
Vanderbilt with little from the past season 
to study.

“There are a lot of new faces on their 
roster,” Sanders said. “However, it is the 
opening game so I am sure that they still 
have a few questions about what they are 
going to see out of us. It is a typical open-
ing game and you have to make adjust-
ments.”

Offensive ‘Dores 
Lea brought David Raih in from the 

NFL to run Vanderbilt’s offense. Ken Seals 
has been named the starting quarterback 
with backup Mike Wright expected to play 
as well counted as one of the Commodores’ 

best 11 offensive players by Lea.
Seals has four of his five top receivers 

back led by senior Amir Abdur-Rahman. 
Ra’Mahn Davis, a transfer who played 16 
games at Temple in 2019 and 2020, is at 
the top of the depth chart at running back 
after he ran 271 times for 1,259 yards and 
nine touchdowns.

Hard road 
The Bucs are just 6-24 away from 

Johnson City since the football program 
was restarted in 2015. They’ve had one 
season with a winning road record, and that 
was this spring as they went 2-1. They’ve 
gone winless on the road three times since 
2015.

Vandy defense 
The Commodores return their top six 

tacklers from last season led by junior line-
backer Anfernee Orji. But the group fea-
tures a revamped defensive line after losing 
Dayo Odeyingbo to the NFL’s Indianapolis 

Colts as a second-round draft pick. The new 
starters are Daevion Davis, Nate Clifton 
and senior Malik Langham.

Watch for Holmes 
Quay Holmes is ETSU’s big offensive 

threat. He averaged 182.3 all-purpose yards 
last spring, second in FCS. He averaged 
24.9 yards per kickoff return and finished 
with 1,094 all-purpose yards. He ran for 
640 yards and eight touchdowns.

Back for eighth year 
ETSU linebacker Jared Folks is appar-

ently the first player ever to be granted an 
eighth year of eligibility by the NCAA. 
Folks, 25, spent four years with Temple 
before transferring to ETSU for what was 
expected to be a final year of football. 
Medical and redshirt seasons approved 
by the NCAA now have the Bucs’ leading 
tackler back as a preseason All-Southern 
Conference pick.

Week 1 Preview:  
Top-five matchup and 
Tide’s new quarterback

By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer

No team has lost its open-
ing game and reached the 
Bowl Championship Series 
title game or the College 
Football Playoff.

Something to keep in 
mind when watching No. 3 
Clemson play No. 5 Georgia 
in the biggest game of the 
opening weekend of the sea-
son.

Tigers-Bulldogs is one 
of five games matching 
teams in the AP Top 25 on 
Saturday, the centerpiece of 
a long Labor Day weekend 
of college football.

The Big Ten decided to 
embrace early season con-
ference games this year like 
never before, and the result 
is two ranked matchups (No. 
17 Indiana at No. 18 Indiana 
and No. 19 Penn State at No. 
12 Wisconsin) plus both of 
last season’s division win-
ners (No. 4 Ohio State and 
Northwestern) opening up.

There are also a plethora 
of intriguing games with 
neither team ranked such 
as Texas Tech vs. Houston, 
West Virginia at Maryland 
and Louisville-Mississippi 
on Monday night.

New starting quarter-
backs will debut at power-
house programs such as No. 
1 Alabama, Ohio State, No. 
6 Texas A&M and No. 9 
Notre Dame.

Let the fun begin!

Best game 
Georgia vs. Clemson in 

Charlotte, North Carolina
Sometimes the game with 

the highest-ranked teams is 
not the best game. This is 
not one of those times.

Bulldogs coach Kirby 
Smart has been stacking 
top-three recruiting class-
es in recent years to keep 
up with Alabama — but 
Georgia hasn’t had Tide-
level success.

Is this the season for a 
breakthrough, with USC 
transfer JT Daniels now 
healthy and established at 
quarterback?

Meanwhile, Clemson’s 
new starter at quarterback, 
D.J. Uiagalelei, gave every-
one a glimpse at his high 
ceiling in two starts last 
season replacing Trevor 
Lawrence.

Realistically, the 60th 
meeting between the schools 
— first since 2008 — should 
not be a CFP elimination 
game, but history suggests 
the loser is in a bind.

Heisman watch 
Bryce Young, QB, 

Alabama
Young played some mop-

up duty last year, throwing 
22 passes, but the former 
five-star recruit is still most-
ly an unwrapped present.

The Crimson Tide 
unleash him against No. 14 
Miami in Atlanta. Despite 
the inexperience, Young 
is already one of the bet-
ting favorites to win the 
Heisman Trophy,  according 
to FanDuel.

Exploding out of the gate 
with a big game against 
a ranked opponent would 
quickly help validate the 
hype around a player that 

gets compared to Heisman 
Trophy winner and Arizona 
Cardinals quarterback Kyler 
Murray.

Numbers to know 
11-3 — No. 17 Indiana’s 

record in its last 14 Big 
Ten games. That’s the best 
stretch of 14 games in the 
history of the program.

13 -- Consecutive games 
in which Wisconsin’s 
defense has forced at least 
one turnover, the longest 
streak in the Big Ten. Penn 
State’s Sean Clifford tied 
for the Big Ten lead with 
nine interceptions throw last 
season.

21-4 — Combined record 
the last two seasons for No. 
23 Louisiana-Lafayette, 
which opens at No. 21 
Texas. It’s the first game 
for new Longhorns coach 
Steve Sarkisian and it comes 
against a team that beat a 
ranked Big 12 school (Iowa 
State) last year.

34-1-1 — No. 15 
Southern California’s record 
against current members 
of the Mountain West. The 
Trojans open Saturday 
against defending Mountain 
West champion San Jose 
State, which is 0-4 against 
USC.

376 — Nebraska’s sellout 
streak after a donor bought 
up the remaining tickets 
for the Cornhuskers’ game 
Saturday against Fordham, 
an FCS school from New 
York. The streak dates to 
1962, but if the Huskers con-
tinue to struggle — they 
opened the season with a 
loss at Illinois in Week 0 
— Nebraska might have to 
continue to rely on the gen-
erosity of boosters to keep 
its record streak rolling.

Under the radar 
With so many good 

games, it will be hard to 
catch everything this week-
end. And it’s easy to brush 
past the FCS-FBS matchups 
because so rarely does the 
FCS squad pull the upset.

There are a few ranked 
teams in FCS, Division I’s 
lower tier of college football, 
facing ranked major college 
teams that could inject some 
unexpected drama into the 
weekend.

Montana, the ninth 
ranked team in FCS, faces 
No. 20 Washington of the 
Pac-12.

No. 7 Iowa State faces 
Northern Iowa, which comes 
in ranked 21st in FCS.

Couple of other poten-
tially tricky spots for FBS 
teams against FCS: Missouri 
State is at Oklahoma State, 
Eastern Washington goes to 
UNLV and Monmouth plays 
at Middle Tennessee.

Hot seat 
Can opening weekend be 

a must-win? No, not really.
However, after taking a 

pay cut after last year’s los-
ing season, it would cer-
tainly help Michigan coach 
Jim Harbaugh to take care 
of business in a drama-free 
way against Mid-American 
Conference contender 
Wester Michigan at the Big 
House.

Alabama-Miami, Georgia-Clemson 
highlight SEC opening week

By PETE IACOBELLI
AP Sports Writer

Here are things to 
watch in the Southeastern 
Conference in Week 1:

Games of the 
week 

Two high-level SEC-
ACC matchups start the 
season with No. 1 Alabama 
vs. No. 14 Miami in Atlanta 
and No. 5 Georgia vs. No. 
3 Clemson at Charlotte, 
North Carolina. It’s dif-
ficult to label season-
openers as crucial, but the 
losers will be on a season-
long alert not to lose again 
or risk having their College 
Football Playoff aspira-
tions dashed. The Crimson 
Tide have eight new faces 
on offense after losing 
such stars as quarterback 
Mac Jones, tailback Najee 
Harris and receivers Jaylen 
Waddle and Devonta Smith, 
the Heisman Trophy win-
ner. Miami is seeking that 
signature win it used to 
rack up regularly as college 
football’s power program. 
Expectations at Georgia 
are high and could implode 
immediately with a loss to 
the Tigers, who are looking 
for their seventh straight 

ACC championship. The 
game features a match-
up between high-school 
rivals in Bulldogs QB J.T. 
Daniels and Clemson’s new 
starter in quarterback D.J. 
Uiagalelei, who sat behind 
NFL No. 1 overall draft 
pick Trevor Lawrence. The 
Tigers are also minus two-
time ACC player of the 
year in Travis Etienne.

Best matchup 
Kentucky’s opener with 

Louisiana-Monroe fea-
tures a matchup between 
two of the more prominent 
coaching families of the 
past few decades in the 
Wildcats’ Mark Stoops and 
the Warhawks’ first-year 
coach Terry Bowden.

Stoops is starting his 
ninth season at Kentucky. 
He led the Wildcats to 
four consecutive winning 
seasons before going 5-6 
in the pandemic-affected 
2020 season. Bowden, 65, 
spent the past two years 
as a graduate assistant at 
Clemson for Dabo Swinney. 
So it’s no surprise Bowden 
added several assistants 
with Clemson experience 
on his staff, most notably 
offensive coordinator Rich 
Rodriguez, who led the 

attack of Terry’s brother, 
Tommy, with the Tigers 20 
years ago.

Inside the numbers 
Florida Atlantic coach 

Willie Taggart Jr. gets to 
coach in The Swamp when 
his Owls open against 
Florida. Taggart was coach 
of Florida State in 2018 
and 2019, but was let go 
after nine games — before 
the Seminoles played their 
annual rivalry showdown 
with the Gators.

Taggart was hired by 
the Owls the next month 
and went 5-4 as their 
defense was among the 
best in Conference USA. 
His team will have a diffi-
cult time slowing down the 
high-impact Gators, who 
averaged nearly 509 yards 
and 42 points a game last 
season. Florida will have a 
new quarterback and new 
receivers to break in, after 
losing passer Kyle Trask 
and NFL first-round tight 
end Kyle Pitts.

Long shot 
Amid all the project-

ed blowouts likely in the 
SEC in Week 1, Eastern 
Illinois might have the 

longest odds at taking 
down South Carolina. The 
Panthers of the FCS’s Ohio 
Valley Conference have 
gone 5-24 the past three 
seasons and even though 
the Gamecocks have their 
issues, their SEC talent 
level should be enough 
for a satisfying outcome 
in Shane Beamer’s head-
coaching debut.

Impact player 
LSU cornerback Derek 

Stingley Jr. started since 
he was a freshman sea-
son and will look to start 
his expected final college 
football season strongly 
against UCLA. Stingley 
is projected to be a high 
first-round draft pick in 
the 2022 NFL draft. He 
played in only seven games 
last year, missing one due 
to illness and the last two 
with an injury. He had six 
interceptions as a freshman 
in 2019, but none last year 
as opposing passers tried 
to steer clear of who he 
was defending. Stingley’s 
been bruised up in camp, 
but LSU has brought him 
along slowly to make 
sure he’s in the lineup for 
Saturday.

Tide banking on new receivers’ impact
By JOHN ZENOR 
AP Sports Writer

Alabama is hoping its 
search for receiver help to 
complement John Metchie 
III pays immediate divi-
dends.

The top-ranked Crimson 
Tide, which could be called 
Wide Receiver U. with 
its recent run of talented 
wideouts, brought in four 
highly rated recruits and 
landed Ohio State transfer 
Jameson Williams.

They don’t know if 
the additions have solved 
the problem, but there is 
extremene confidence in 
the group.

Alabama will rely heav-
ily on some of those new-
comers in the passing game 
starting with Saturday’s 
matchup against No. 14 
Miami in Atlanta.

There’s plenty of talent 
but only Metchie has really 
established himself as a 
consistent threat, and he 
did it with DeVonta Smith  
demanding most of the 
attention from opposing 
defenses.

“We had a lot of super 
talented receivers come in 

and a lot of people who 
have made a really good 
impression on me, the rest 
of the team and the coach-
ing staff,” said quarterback 
Bryce Young, also a new-
bie; the sophomore is set to 
make his first start. “You 
can tell when they came in 
they were guys that were 
really experienced at the 
high school level.

“You can tell how they 
came in, they came with 
a lot of talent, they made 
a lot of plays early. We’re 
all super excited about the 
young group of receivers.”

Alabama has had four 
receivers picked in the 
first round of the NFL 
draft over the past two 
years, including the 2020 
Heisman Trophy winner 
Smith.  Jaylen Waddle 
joined him in the latest 
draft, a year after Jerry 
Jeudy and Henry Ruggs 
were also first-rounders.

Everyone is waiting to 
see which young receivers 
emerge from the fray start-
ing Saturday, but coach 
Nick Saban said develop-
ing consistency is a big 
part of the process.

“I think sometimes 
they’re not sure what they’re 
doing so they’re not playing 
fast, sometimes they get 
impatient and cut things 
short,” Saban said. “But 
they also have shown that 
they have a lot of upside 
in terms of their ability to 
make a really positive con-
tribution to the team so it’s 
going to be a little bit of a 
work in progress.”

Metchie became 
Alabama’s No. 2 receiv-
ing threat last season when 
Waddle went down with an 
injury. But he was a distant 
No. 2 behind Smith, who 
shattered Tide records with 
117 catches for 1,856 yards 
and 23 touchdowns.

Metchie caught 55 pass-
es for 916 yards and six 
touchdowns.

The speedy Ohio State 
transfer Williams is set to 
start the opener. Saban also 
brought in four of the top 10 
receiver prospects from the 
high school ranks, accord-
ing to the 247Sports com-
posite rankings, led by No. 
2-rated JaCorey Brooks.

Fellow freshman JoJo 
Earle is listed on the initial 

depth chart as a potential 
starter, vying with returnee 
Slade Bolden; Saban said 
Earle had “a really good 
camp.” Agiye Hall, who 
was a star of the spring 
game, and Christian Leary 
are also vying for early 
playing time.

The bar has been set 
high over the past 11 years 
starting with Julio Jones 
and continuing with the 
likes of Amari Cooper and 
Calvin Ridley. Alabama 
has produced seven first-
round draft picks at receiv-
er during that span, plus 
tight end O.J. Howard.

With Metchie leading 
the way, the current group 
is hoping to continue that 
trend. He’s relishing the 
role of leader.

“I think it’s a role I’m 
embracing, having learned 
from all the guys before 
me,” Metchie said. “I’m 
definitely excited about 
it. I’m looking forward 
to being able to teach the 
young guys things and 
definitely lead the receiver 
room. So I’m definitely 
looking forward to that.”
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Celebration Photos by Shane Shiflet

CLASS 135
FINE HARNESS: IN TED’S IMAGE, Bill Callaway for Ron 
Lawrence

CLASS 136
GELDINGS FIVE & OVER: MR. FOR REAL, Jimmy 
McConnell for Paul Simmons

CLASS 137
THREE-YEAR-OLD GELDINGS: THE MANDALORIAN, Tyler 
Baucom for Dee Broom Yoder

CLASS 138
WEANLINGS WORLD GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP: TEE 
MARTIN, Robert Nelms for Teel/Washburn/Pittman

CLASS 139
AOT SPECIALTY: I’M JORDAN, Kenny Compton for Della 
Compton

CLASS 140
TWO-YEAR-OLD GELDINGS: CHARLIE’S TIME, John Allan 
Callaway for Jeff Rich

CLASS 141
PARK PERFORMANCE FIVE & UNDER: DRAW A LINE, 
Josh Wright for Jannie Chapman

CLASS 142
EXPERIENCED TRAINERS 36 & OVER: SAMSUNG, Bill 
Callaway O/E

CLASS 143
TRAINERS AUXILIARY: THE IRON DOOR, Sarah Coffee 
Burks O/E

CLASS 144
MARES/GELDINGS: MANNING, Jimmy McConnell for 
Kelsey Andrews

CLASS 146
OWNER AMATEUR STALLIONS: THE MASON DIXIE LINE, 
Beth Pippin O/E

CLASS 147
OWNER-AMATEUR CLASSIC HORSES: VERSACES 
DOLLAR, Kenny Compton for Rick Compton

CLASS 148
STALLIONS: WALKIN’ MR. CHARLIE, Sam Martin for 
Terry/Lisa Smith

CLASS 145
SHOW PLEASURE FIVE & UNDER: THE HONOR CODE, 
John Allan Callaway for The Alan Riddley Family

CLASS 152
OWNER AMATEUR YOUTH 6-17 COUNTRY PLEASURE 
WORLD GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP: HEY CHARLENE, Laci 
Mathews for Holt/Manis/Matthews

CLASS 153
OWNER AMATEUR NOVICE WORLD GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP: ALL ABOUT JOSE, Jackie 
Whatley O/E

CLASS 150
OWNER AMATEUR NOVICE TRAIL PLEASURE WORLD 
GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP: SCARLETT O’HARA TS, Terri 
Smith O/E

CLASS 151
OWNER AMATEUR SHOW PLEASURE WORLD GRAND 
CHAMPIONSHIP: EPIC, Meghan Hammond for Shamrock 
Farms

CLASS 149
OWNER AMATEUR PARK PLEASURE WORLD GRAND 
CHAMPIONSHIP: I WALK THE WALK, Carol Missildine for 
Russell Enterprises/Carol Missildine

CLASS 154
OWNER AMATEUR ALL DAY PLEASURE WORLD GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP: IB SMOKIN’ 
JOE, Joel Johnson for Tanner/Tucker Johnson
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CLASS 156
OWNER AMATEUR FOUR & FIVE-YEAR-OLD TRAIL 
PLEASURE WORLD GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP: MR. 
BENTLEY, Ashley Wadsworth O/E

CLASS 157
OWNER AMATEUR TWO YEAR OLDS WORLD GRAND 
CHAMPIONSHIP: SAM I AM JOSE, Dr Ann Rea O/E

CLASS 158
OWNER AMATEUR FOUR & FIVE-YEAR-OLD COUNTRY 
PLEASURE WORLD GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP: STAPLETON, 
Maggie Moore for Leek/Moore

CLASS 159
OWNER AMATEUR PARK PERFORMANCE WORLD GRAND 
CHAMPIONSHIP: A TOUCHE’, Jannie Chapman O/E

CLASS 160
OWNER AMATEUR FIVE-YEAR-OLD WORLD GRAND 
CHAMPIONSHIP: AS I AM, Jason Myatt for Jerry Myatt 
Family

CLASS 161
OWNER AMATEUR TRAIL PLEASURE WORLD GRAND 
CHAMPIONSHIP: MACHETE, Susan Coleman O/E

CLASS 162
LITE SHOD WORLD GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP: BIG TIME 
BANDIT, Patrick Thomas for Lisa Baum

CLASS 163
THREE-YEAR-OLD WORLD GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP: 
KOBE 24, Chris Helton for Jimbo Conner

Celebration Photos by Shane Shiflet

CLASS 155
ELITE OWNER AMATEUR WORLD GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP: 
MR. HEISMAN, Bruce MacDonald for Bruce/Robin 
MacDonald

SCENES FROM THE CELEBRATION

YOUTH CONTENDER

Submitted Photo

Abi Smith, pictured with Kimberly and Perry Walden, is one of the grand champion 
contenders for Owner Amateur Youth on Country Pleasure at this year’s Celebration. 
Training with Kimberly Walden, she has been riding Diamond at the Ritz and Senorita. 
“It’s going really well so far,” Smith said, “I won my qualifying class, and I’m so excited 
for my championship ride! I think the best part is just having so many people that sup-
port and love what I love.”

Marty and Jennifer Barr of Barr Studios.



See answers to the 
Sudoku on Saturday’s 4A page

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 
boxes must contain the number 1 through 9 without 
repetition.
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JUDGE PARKER ® by Marciuliano-Manley

POPEYE ® by Bud Sagendorft

TAKE IT FROM TINKERSONS ® by Bill Bettwy

ZIPPY THE PINHEAD ® by Bill Griffin

CURTIS ® by Billingsley

THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN ® by Stan Lee-Larry Lieber
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114 Prince St Shop: 931-685-0046Owner: Ray Brown

Free
Estimates

Insurance
Work

Welcome

Owner: Ray Brown 931-685-0046114 Prince Street

Shawn Roberts
Owner

• Home Improvement • Construction
• Fire •Water • Storm Restoration
Office: 931-684-1685 • Fax: 931-685-8047
2320 Hwy. 41 A South, Shelbyville,TN
dandrcontractor.com
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Estimates

Insurance
Work

Welcome

Owner: Ray Brown 931-685-0046114 Prince Street

VINYL
     &
Gutterworks

of Shelbyville

Danny Odeneal
OWNER/OPERATOR

931-684-7772

• Vinyl Siding
• Gutters

• Replacement
 Windows

Free Estimates
Licensed TN Home Improvement Contractor

Advertise 
here for

as little as 
$90 

a month!
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• Fire •Water • Storm Restoration
Office: 931-684-1685 • Fax: 931-685-8047
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dandrcontractor.com
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Insurance
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Owner: Ray Brown 931-685-0046114 Prince Street

931-580-3921 Joe Hasty

Easter’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming • Topping & Removal
Stump Grinding • Bucket Truck
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tree In Your Way... Call
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a month!

Professional • Experienced
Free Estimates • Licensed & Insured

931-492-1001 931-703-0208
jvpaintingcompany05@gmail.com

PAINTING & PRESSURE
WASHING SERVICES

Shawn Roberts
Owner

• Home Improvement • Construction
• Fire •Water • Storm Restoration
Office: 931-684-1685 • Fax: 931-685-8047
2320 Hwy. 41 A South, Shelbyville,TN
dandrcontractor.com
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PAINTING & PRESSURE
WASHING SERVICES

SERVICE
CARD

DIRECTORY

Jonathan Arnold
Call or Text: 931-639-0597

Free Estimates

Pressure Washing
Landscaping, Remodeling, Painting & More

EASY DOES IT
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Sanding, Painting, Staining Decks
New Deck / Repairs Vinyl &Wood Siding
PressureWashing Tile &Wood Floors

Interior / Exterior Painting

845-380-3712

ALL PHASES OF CARPENTRY

In person Monday - Thursday  
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Electronically Submit your ad 
to classified@t-g.com. Include 
your name, address and daytime 
phone number for verification.

General Policies:  The Shelbyville Times-Gazette reserves the 
right to edit, cancel, reject or determine the classification of ads.  
All ads are prepaid unless prior arrangements have been made.  
The Shelbyville Times-Gazette cannot assume responsibility for 
the validity of the offerings. Advertiser agrees that publisher shall 
not be liable for damages arising out of errors in advertisements 
beyond amount paid for space actually occupied by that portion of 
advertisement in which the error occurred, whether such errors are due 
to negligence of publisher’s employees or otherwise, and there shall be 
no liability for non-insertion of any ad beyond amount paid for such ad.

Publisher’s notice: All real estate advertised herein 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, limitation, or 
discrimination.” We will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

Day Published Deadline
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday                                            Day Before at 3 p.m.

Business Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Address/Telephone/Fax/Email
Mailing:  PO Box 380, Shelbyville, TN  37162
Office:  323 E Depot St., Shelbyville, TN  37160
Telephone:  931-684-1200  ext. 211 Charlene
Fax:  931-684-3228
Email: cbates@t-g.com  Web:  www.t-g.com

Payment
Payment in advance required for classified 
advertising.  Cash, check or credit/debit 
card accepted.

Adjustments
Advertisers are requested to check the first insertion of their ad 
for any error.  The Shelbyville Times-Gazette will be responsible 
for only one incorrect insertion.  Any error should be reported 
immediately so corrections can be made.

Place an Ad - It’s Easy! Sell it in the Classifieds!

Deadlines

About Us

CLASSIFIEDS
Call 684-1200, To submit, 
change or cancel an ad. Monday 
- Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Fax 684-3228, 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. Include your 
name, address and daytime 
phone number for verification.

classifieds@t-g.com

Friday Friday

Friday
Ciera Holder

classifieds@t-g.com

206 Shapard Drive
Saturday Only (09/04)

7am-?
Cedar bedroom suite,  
tools, clothing, misc. 

 3 Family Carport Sale
324 Woodland Drive

(Hwy 82S, follow signs)
Fri & Sat 7-? Golf balls,  

movies, dog buggy, tools,  
old bicycle, household,  

china set, furniture & misc 
Charity Indoor Sale
206 Madison Street

Sept 3rd & 4th, 8a-2p,
$3 bag sale on summer  
clothes; variety of other  

items 
Garage Sale

209 Keenan Lane
Sat, 8a-12p 

MOVING SALE
811 River Ranch Rd.

(off 41A N)
 Fri (09/03) & Sat (09/04)   

8am -3pm
Collectible Barbie dolls &  
beanie babies, lots more. 

Unionville Area
3 Family Yard Sale

1021 Old Columbia Rd
Fri. & Sat. 7-? 
YARD SALE

Brookhaven, 210 Hilltop  
Drive, All kinds of misc.  
items.  Saturday 7am-?

Help!  Adorable kittens  
wanting forever homes!  

Call: 931-205-4571

WANT TO BUY JUNK  
CARS 931-684-3814

Dunham’s Lawn Care
Mowing, Landscaping &  

More, call or text  
931-993-1614 

Tony’s Landscaping,
Handyman Services &  

Roofing Repair  
(615)856-7854

Call for Free Estimates

Bedford County  
Board of 

Commissioners
Regular Monthly

Meeting
Date: Tuesday, 
September 14, 2021
Time: 7:00 PM
L o c a t i o n : B e d f o r d  
County Central High  
School Auditorium
Agenda
Public Hearing (to be  
held prior to the meet- 
ing).
Rezoning Highway 231  
North, Shelbyville, TN  
(Lying to the North of  
the intersection of High- 
way231 North and  
Eady Road), Tax Map:  
40, Parcel: 7.00, from  
A-1 zoning classifica- 
tion to C-1
Call to Order: Chair- 
man, Mayor Chad D.  
Graham 
Prayer and Pledge of  
Allegiance 
Open Meeting: Sheriff  
Austin Swing 
Roll Call: County Clerk  
Donna Thomas
Minutes Approval: Ap- 
proval of Commission  
Meeting Minutes from  
August 10, 2021 –  
Placed on agenda with- 
out a recommendation  
by Rules & Legislative  
Committee.
Elections & Confirma- 
tions:
1. Elect Notaries for  
October 2021 - Placed  
on agenda by Rules &  
Legislative
Presentations: None
Resolutions:
2. Resolution No.  
21-34: A Resolution  
Concerning the 231  
North Business Park.  
Placed on agenda by  
Finance Committee
Additional Items by  
Standing Commit- 
tees:

 GARAGE SALES

 PETS

 WANT TO BUY

 SERVICES

 PUBLIC NOTICE

Rules and Legislative  
Committee:
3. Revised, Amended,  
and Restated By-Laws  
to the 231 North Busi- 
ness Park Oversight  
Committee.
4. An interlocal agree- 
ment by and between  
Bedford County and the  
City of Shelbyville, Ten- 
nessee replacing the  
2015 interlocal agree- 
ment concerning the  
231 N. Business Park  
and to approve Park  
expansion by thte pur- 
chase of additional  
land.
Law Enforcement Com- 
mittee: None
Courthouse and Prop- 
erty Committee: None
Financial Management  
Committee:
5. Highway 231 North,  
Shelbyville, TN, Lying  
to the North of the inter- 
section of Highway 231  
North and Eady Road,  
Tax Map 40, Parcel  
7.00, from current zon- 
ing classification of A-1  
to C-1.
6. LexisNexis Contract  
(Circuit Court)
7. Surplus Property  
from Learning Way
Other Business:
Announcements
Adjourn

Chad D. Graham
Bedford County Mayor

(September 4) 
NOTICE

CHRISTOPHER- 
SHAUN BELL:

The State of Tennessee,  
Department of Children’s  
Services, has filed a peti- 
tion against you seeking to  
terminate forever your pa- 
rental rights to the chil- 
dren, Aiden and Alexander  
Smotherman. It appears  
that ordinary process of  
law cannot be served upon  
you because your  
whereabouts are un- 
known. You are hereby  
ORDERED to serve upon  
Danessa M. Herd, Attor- 
ney for the Tennessee De- 
partment of Children Ser- 
vices, 1106 Madison  
Street, Shelbyville, Ten- 
nessee 37160, an Answer  
to the Petition for Termina- 
tion of Parental Rights filed  
by the Department of Chil- 
dren Services within thirty  
(30) days of the last day of  
publication of this notice,  
which will be September 4,  
2021. If you fail to do so, a  
default judgment will be  
taken against you pursu- 
ant to Tenn. Code Ann.  
§36-1-117(n) and Rule 55  
of the Tennessee Rules of  
Civil Procedure for the re- 
lief demanded in the Peti- 
tion. You may view and  
obtain a copy of the Peti- 
tion and any other subse- 
quently filed legal docu- 
ments at the Juvenile  
Court Clerk’s Office, in  
Shelbyville, Tennessee.
ENTERED this 2nd day  
of August, 2021.

HONORABLE  
CHARLES L. RICH
JUVENILE COURT  

JUDGE
(Aug 14, 21, 28; Sep 4)

22 Ammo LR, $30/box of  
325, call before 2 pm  

(931)639-0432 
6 point mounted deer head  

$100, 931-684-7152 
Christmas China - Christ- 
mas by Nikko. All in origi- 

nal boxes; 12 plates, cups,  
saucers, vegetable bowls,  

salt & pepper shakers,  
platter, sugar/creamer,  

$200 cash. Call  
615-974-5926 leave a  

message. 
Collectible Barbie dolls  
and Beanie Babies. Call  

931-575-1281 
General Electric Refrigera- 

tor $150. Looks & works  
great. 931-212-9679 

Kitchen Aid Mixer, white  
color, used 4 times $200.  

Call 931-639-0562 
Mini Rex Rabbits, super  

friendly and tamed.   
$25/each, (931)224-5607 
OUTSIDE CHRISTMAS  

DECORATIONS, 3 REIN- 

 BARGAINS

DEER FAMILY, FIVE  
TREES, 4 REINDEERS,  

30 CANDY CANES,  
LUMPS OF CHRISTMAS  
LIGHTS, AND ALL LIGHT  

UP CLEAR. $150/ALL
(931)607-1750 

Punch Bowl with ladle and  
18 cups $25. 

Call 931-639-0562 
Red Avon Cape Cod  

dishes, 4 place settings,  

plus extra.  
60 pieces total, $400

(931)684-7152 
Tennessee Walking Horse  
statue by Montana Silver- 

smiths $50.
Call 931-693-0562 

Vintage music!  40 cas- 
settes, 25 cds, 100 VHS  

tapes, 125 Albums.   
$200/All, (931)607-1750

To place
an ad in

the
Times-Ga-

zette
classifieds

call 684-1200
ext. 211

New Zealand police kill ‘terrorist’ after he stabs 6 people
By NICK PERRY 
Associated Press

WELLINGTON, New 
Zealand (AP) — New 
Zealand authorities were so 
worried about an extremist 
inspired by the Islamic State 
group they were following 
him around-the-clock and 
were able to shoot and kill 
him within 60 seconds of 
him unleashing a frenzied 
knife attack that wounded 
six people Friday at an 
Auckland supermarket.

Three of the shoppers 
were taken to Auckland 
hospitals in critical condi-
tion, police said. Another 
was in serious condition, 
while two more were in 
moderate condition.

Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern said the incident 
was a terror attack. She said 
the man was a Sri Lankan 
national who was inspired 
by the Islamic State group 
and was well known to the 
nation’s security agencies.

Ardern said she had 
been personally briefed on 
the man in the past but there 
had been no legal reason for 
him to be detained.

“Had he done something 
that would have allowed us 
to put him into prison, he 
would have been in prison,” 
Ardern said.

The attack unfolded 
at about 2:40 p.m. at a 
Countdown supermarket in 
New Zealand’s largest city.

Police Commissioner 
Andrew Coster said a police 
surveillance team and a 
specialist tactics group had 
followed the man from his 
home in the suburb of Glen 
Eden to the supermarket in 
New Lynn.

But while they had grave 
ongoing concerns about the 
man, they had no particular 
reason to think he was plan-
ning an attack on Friday, 
Coster said. The man 
appeared to be going into 
the store to do his grocery 
shopping.

“He entered the store, 
as he had done before. He 
obtained a knife from with-
in the store,” Coster said. 
“Surveillance teams were as 
close as they possibly could 

be to monitor his activity.”
Witnesses said the man 

shouted “Allahu akbar” — 
meaning God is great — 
and started stabbing random 
shoppers, sending people 
running and screaming.

Coster said that when 
the commotion started, two 
police from the special tac-
tics group rushed over. He 
said the man charged at 
the officers with the knife 
and so they shot and killed 
him.

One bystander video 
taken from inside the super-
market records the sound of 
10 shots being fired in rapid 
succession.

Coster said there would 
be questions about whether 
police could have reacted 
even quicker. He said that 
the man was very aware 
of the constant surveillance 
and they needed to be some 
distance from him for it to 
be effective.

Ardern said the attack 
was violent and senseless, 
and she was sorry it had 
happened.

“What happened today 
was despicable. It was hate-
ful. It was wrong,” Ardern 
said. “It was carried out by 
an individual. Not a faith, 
not a culture, not an ethnic-
ity. But an individual person 
who is gripped by ideology 
that is not supported here by 
anyone or any community.”

Ardern said the man 
had first moved to New 
Zealand in 2011 and had 
been monitored by security 
agencies since 2016. She 
said authorities are confi-
dent he acted alone in the 
attack.

Ardern said legal con-
straints imposed by New 
Zealand courts prevented 
her from discussing every-
thing that she wanted to 
about the case, but she was 
hoping to have those con-
straints lifted soon.

Some shoppers in the 
supermarket tried to help 
those who had been wound-
ed by grabbing towels and 
diapers and whatever else 
they could find from the 
shelves.

“To everyone who was 

there and who witnessed 
such a horrific event, I can’t 
imagine how they will be 
feeling in the aftermath,” 
Ardern said. “But thank 
you for coming to the aid 
of those who needed you 
when they needed you.”

Auckland is currently 
in a strict lockdown as it 
battles an outbreak of the 
coronavirus. Most busi-
nesses are shut and people 
are generally allowed to 
leave their homes only to 
buy groceries, for medical 
needs or to exercise.

Sri Lanka’s government 
expressed shock and sad-
ness over the attack attrib-
uted to a person of Sri 
Lankan origin.

“Sri Lanka condemns 
this senseless violence, and 
stands ready to cooperate 
with New Zealand authori-
ties in any way necessary,” 
its Foreign Ministry said in 
a statement.

Extremist ideology is 
rare in New Zealand and 
Ardern said that only a tiny 
number of people would 
be subject to such intense 
surveillance.

In 2019, a white suprem-
acist gunned down worship-
pers at two Christchurch 
mosques, killing 51 people 
and injuring dozens more. 
After pleading guilty last 
year, Brenton Tarrant was 
sentenced to life in prison 
without the possibility of 
parole. The killings sparked 
changes to gun laws in 
New Zealand, which has 
now banned the deadliest 
types of semi-automatic 
weapons.

Among those to condemn 
the attack on Friday were 
members of the Al Noor 
mosque in Christchurch, 
which was at the center 
of the mosque attacks two 
years ago.

“We stand with the vic-
tims of the horrible inci-
dent,” said Gamal Fouda, 
the imam of Al Noor. “We 
feel strongly the pain of 
terrorism and there are no 
words that can convey our 
condemnation of such a 
horrible act.”

Ida’s toll grows with deaths 
of nursing home residents

NEW ORLEANS (AP) 
— Louisiana officials 
launched an investigation 
into the deaths of four nurs-
ing home residents who had 
been evacuated to a ware-
house ahead of Hurricane 
Ida, as state residents strug-
gling in the wake of the 
storm sought financial relief 
and other help amid small 
signs of recovery.

The nursing home 
residents who died were 
among hundreds of people 
from seven nursing homes 
taken to the warehouse in 
Independence, where con-
ditions became unhealthy 
and unsafe after the hur-
ricane struck on Sunday, 
state health officials said. A 
coroner classified three of 
the deaths as storm-related.

Health officials received 
reports of people lying on 
mattresses on the floor, not 
being fed or changed and 
not being socially distanced 
to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus, which is cur-
rently ravaging the state, 
Louisiana Department of 
Health spokesperson Aly 
Neel said. When a large 
team of state health inspec-
tors showed up on Tuesday 
to investigate the ware-
house, the owner of the 

nursing homes demanded 
that they leave immediately, 
Neel said.

Neel identified the 
owner as Bob Dean. 
Dean did not immediately 
respond Thursday to a tele-
phone message left by The 
Associated Press at a num-
ber listed for him.

Louisiana Gov. John Bel 
Edwards promised a full 
investigation into whether 
the owner “failed to keep 
residents safe and whether 
he intentionally obstructed 
efforts to check in on them 
and determine what the con-
ditions were in the shelter.” 
And he vowed “aggressive 
legal action” if warranted.

Meanwhile, President 
Joe Biden was scheduled 
to visit Louisiana on Friday 
to survey the damage 
after promising full fed-
eral support to Gulf Coast 
states and the Northeast, 
where the remnants of Ida 
dumped record-breaking 
rain and killed at least 46 
people from Maryland to 
Connecticut.

At least 13 deaths were 
blamed on the storm in 
Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Alabama, including the 
three nursing home resi-
dents and two 19-year-old 

utility employees who were 
electrocuted Tuesday as they 
were restoring power near 
Birmingham, Alabama. 
Authorities blamed sever-
al other deaths on carbon 
monoxide poisoning.

About 900,000 people in 
Louisiana, including much 
of New Orleans, remained 
without power and tens of 
thousands had no water in 
the midst of a sultry stretch 
of summer. Efforts contin-
ued to drain flooded com-
munities, and lines for gas 
stretched for blocks in many 
places from New Orleans to 
Baton Rouge.

Edwards said more than 
220,000 people have already 
registered for FEMA assis-
tance and 22,000 have 
applied for a federal pro-
gram to place tarps on dam-
aged roofs. About 72,000 
“blue roofs” – tarps to 
protect protect homes with 
damaged roofs – may be 
needed across Louisiana, 
federal officials said.

“I know that people are 
anxious and tired,” Edwards 
said Thursday. “I know 
they’re hot. And the tem-
pers can flare when they’re 
waiting in those long gas 
lines. I’m asking people to 
be patient.”
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As we
CELEBRATE

life transitions and
national champions,

we thank
Bedford County

for their enthusiastic
support of

D. Rae Fowler
in her passionate
quest in the world
of gymnastics.

Best of luck to horse
show contenders in
2021. We will be
cheering you on!

Visit SADIEFOWLER.COM for more
information about your real estate needs

as well as her services as
a PR/media consultant.

Sponsored by
Jackie Fowler and Sadie Fowler

SELLITSADIE@gmail.com
Sadiefowler.com

Celebrating national
ChampionS

Dani Rae Fowler
aaU national

gymnastics all-around
Champion

Savannah, ga,
2021
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bound

Celebration
pauses to
honor veterans

In January 2000, 
community lead-
ers in Charlotte, 

North Carolina invited 
their favorite son, Billy 
Graham, to a luncheon in 
his honor. 

Rev. Graham initially 
hesitated to accept the invi-
tation, but the Charlotte 
leaders said, “We don’t 
expect a major address. 
Just come and let us honor 
you.”  Finally he agreed. 

The afternoon of the 
luncheon a number of peo-
ple came forward to heap 
accolades on the “hero in 
their midst.”  

Finally the emcee asked 
Rev. Graham to come to 
the rostrum and say a few 
words. 

When he stepped to the 
podium, Graham looked at 
the crowd, and said, “I’m 
reminded today of Albert 
Einstein, the great physicist 
who this month has been 
honored by Time maga-
zine as the ‘Man of the 
Century.’”  

Then Dr. Graham told 
this story: 

Einstein was once trav-
eling from Princeton on 
a train when the conduc-
tor came down the aisle, 
punching the tickets of 
every passenger. 

When he came to 
Einstein, Einstein reached 
in his vest pocket. He 
couldn’t find his ticket, so 
he reached into his pants 
pockets. It wasn’t there, so 
he looked in his briefcase 
but couldn’t find it.

Then Einstein looked 
in the seat beside him. He 
still couldn’t find it. 

Finally, the conductor 
stopped him and said, “Dr. 
Einstein, I know who you 
are. We all know who you 
are. I’m sure you bought a 
ticket. Don’t worry about 
it.” 

Einstein smiled and 
nodded in appreciation. 
The conductor continued 
down the aisle punching 
tickets. 

As the conductor was 
ready to move to the next 
car, he turned around and 
saw the great physicist 
down on his hands and 
knees looking under his 
seat for his ticket. 

The conductor rushed 
back and said, “Dr. 
Einstein, Dr. Einstein, 
please don’t worry, I know 
who you are. No problem. 
You don’t need a ticket. 
I’m sure you bought one.” 

Einstein looked at him 
and said, “Young man, I 
too know who I am. What 
I don’t know is where I’m 
going.” 

Having said that Billy 
Graham continued, “See 
the suit I’m wearing? It’s 
a brand new suit. My wife, 
my children, and my grand-
children are telling me I’ve 
gotten a little slovenly in 
my old age. I used to be 
a bit more fastidious. So I 
went out and bought a new

The last Friday night 
of the Tennessee 
Walking Horse 

National Celebration has 
become a tradition—a 
time for recognizing and 
offering appreciation to 
military veterans and cur-
rent members as well as 
first responders.

With the fall of 
Afghanistan, much atten-
tion has been centered on 
our military, especially the 
13 service people who lost 
their lives in the explosion 
at the Kabul Airport. So, 
it was even more fitting 
that the Celebration pro-
vide this time for honoring 
those who have served our 
country so well.

The Celebration has 
been working closely 
with the Woody Williams 
Chapter of the Gold Star 
Family organization—one 
consisting of the immedi-
ate members of families 
who have died in a military 
conflict. In an effort to 
shine a spotlight on those 
sacrifices, exhibitors in 
Friday night’s classes were 
invited to select a deceased 
service member to honor in 
the ring on a night where 
spotlight rides end each 
class.

Adding an exclama-
tion point to the evening 
is new Celebration CEO 
Warren Wells, who spent a 
tour of duty in Iraq during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
He served as convoy secu-
rity as a member of the 
Tennessee National Guard. 

The rush to leave 
Afghanistan brought back 
memories to many of us . 
. . Hanoi at the end of the 
Vietnam conflict. 

A peace treaty was 
signed in 1973, but Hanoi 
did not fall to the North 
Vietnamese until 1975, 
prompting a frantic rush to 
leave the country by those 
who had been supportive 
of the United States gov-
ernment and Americans 
such as reporters who still 
remained in country. 

It also is a reminder 
those who returned from 
service in Vietnam—an era 
when seldom soldiers were 
welcomed home with the 
celebrations experienced 
by those returning from 
previous wars.

While it is always great 
to celebrate the beauty and 
talent of the Tennessee 
Walking Horse—as fans 
are doing during the 
83rd annual Tennessee 
Walking Horse National 
Celebration—the events of 
the past several days have 
affected our lives in many 
ways. Veterans attending 
Friday night were rec-
ognized by their branch 
of service and the war in 
which they fought. 

World War II veterans 
are scarce. My father, who 
will be 89 in December, 
served in the Navy during 
the Korean War aboard the 
USS Iowa. 

YOURCHOICE
�� ��� ���� ������

It’s time that your choice mattered most. After a
hospital stay, take control of your recovery and ask
your provider about our personalized care services.
Because you deserve the freedom to thrive.

• Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapies
• Outpatient Rehabilitation • Post-Acute Care
• 24-Hour Skilled Nursing Services
•Wound Care • Respite Stays

40 Nursing Home Rd. • Lynchburg, TN 37352
931.759.6000 • LynchburgNursingCenter.com
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The Dotson family farm in Williamson County is indicative of how they take great pride in their heritage as a 
prominent family in the Franklin area, and their stock of Tennessee Walking Horses they have produced over the 
years. Some of their recent wins and entries at the 2021 Celebration include: Weanling Filly with Lady Serena 
Williams with notable wins at Putnam County Fair and Wartrace Horse shows.

TWHNC’s Dotson Family 
has historic presence 

By DAWN HANKINS
dhankins@t-g.com

Any horse show fans having the 
chance to meet the Dotson family 
of Williamson County, likely, will 
walk away being glad they did.

While they may be too busy this 
weekend to talk in-depth about their 
dynamic family history surround-
ing the Tennessee Walking Horse 
industry, and their family’s farm 
presence in Tennessee, know it’s 
one of which they’re proud.

The Times-Gazette is fortunate 
to be able to share the legacy behind 
this family of breeders and exhibi-
tors within the Tennessee Walking 
Horse industry with readers.

It’s a history from the late 1800s 
down to the 2021 Celebration, one 
which just might resonate with 
Celebration fans that there’s more to 
their great strides around the arenas, 
than just their horse.

Dotson family history
The Dotson family history records 

that Jesse Ewing Dotson Jr. is the 
only child of Jesse Dotson Sr. and 
Willie Elizabeth Dotson. His fam-
ily has owned a farm in Williamson 
County in the Thompson Station 
community since 1889. 

That’s way before the first 
Tennessee walker was ever bred. 
But, all good things come to those 
who pray and wait, the Dotsons 
reveal.

The family is honored by the 
fact that great-grandfather Benny 
Dotson was a slave and, when he 
was freed, wanted to buy a farm. 
Most freed slaves in those days had 
only farmed for their living, so it 
was a natural and honorable thing 
to do.

The Dotsons took great pride 
in farming. But like many others 
struggling during that era of U.S. 
history, they had dreams for their 
families too. 

The family recalls how ancestor 
Benny dealt with his previous mas-
ter to purchase a farm, but unfortu-
nate for him, the master suddenly 
passed away. The land owner’s wife 
said she knew nothing about this 
deal between Benny and his mas-
ter or the money paid on it. The 
Dotsons note that the master’s wife 

repossessed the farmland. 
Due to Benny’s inability to read 

or write, he had never obtained 
proper documentation for the land 
agreement and payments that fol-
lowed, history records. This was a 
significant blow, the family said.

The family would struggle to 
survive.

Along comes a stranger
The Dotson family history also 

notes how a gentleman rode by one 
day and saw the family living in a 
shack; he asked if they were OK. 

Humble, hard-working Benny 
was said to have told the passerby 
the story of what had happened, basi-
cally how the farm slipped through 
his fingers on a technicality. 

Though in a strange form, the 
family’s merciful prayers were 
answered.

The very generous gentleman 
surprisingly gave Benny money 
to pay for the farm and explained 

to him how to obtain a written 
receipt. 

Well, of course Benny did as the 
gentleman said and returned with a 
valid receipt from his purchase. The 
gentleman then told him exactly how 
to go to the courthouse and have the 
farm recorded in his name. 

Benny followed through with 
the business, history reveals. He 
returned to his loved ones with the 
deed in hand. 

The family history gets even 
more interesting.

The “gentleman” who gave 
Benny the money then apparently 
broke into the home of those who 
had taken the farm and stole his 
money back. 

Family history records how the 
passerby happened to be none other 
than the infamous American outlaw 
bank and train robber and leader 
of the James-Younger Gang, Jesse 
James.

T-G Photo by Dawn Hankins

Dotson family members pride themselves on raising some of the greatest 
champions from weanling. This little one was a winner at the Wartrace 
Horse Show in August.

 See Dotson, Page 3B
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Early on the morning of September 
11, 2001, I was a newly minted 
warehouse supervisor for a farm-

ers cooperative.
I can remember almost exactly where a 

customer’s truck was parked when I over-
heard him telling one of my co-workers 
something or another about a plane crash 
up north.

A few minutes later, I received an 
urgent (landline) phone call from my 
wife. She had been watching NBC’s 
“Today” and saw breaking coverage of 
the suicide attacks on the Twin Towers 
(and other targets).

In my first few weeks as a supervi-
sor, I made a practice of submitting a 
daily report about warehouse activi-
ties. I remember my September 11 entry 
unashamedly stated that I chose not to 
crack the whip on my staff that horrible 
day, instead allowing everyone a chance 
to come to terms with their shock, grief, 
anger and anxiety.

We humans have a knack for preserv-
ing such milestone tragedies in amber. 
We remember exactly where we were and 
who we were with when we learned about 
JFK’s assassination, the explosion of the 
space shuttle Challenger or Kurt Cobain’s 
death.

The incremental steps that can LEAD 
to disasters? Not so much.

One day blends into another as the 
decisions, shortcuts and rationalizations 
of our unexamined lives affect us and 
those around us.

True, some people are introspec-
tive enough that they can retroactively 
acknowledge regrettable patterns (think 
“Cat’s in the Cradle”), but most of us feel 
blindsided and start finger-pointing when 
things go wrong.

It’s ridiculous to think that the bully-
ing we unloaded on Billy last Friday (or 
was it last Thursday?) could ever snow-
ball into his committing suicide. But such 
things happen.

Election time again? Okay, pull the 
lever for the candidate with the biggest 
smile, flashiest celebrity endorsements 
and wildest promises. Collect your “I 
Voted” sticker. Then act surprised when 
the city, state or country falls apart. 
Lather, rinse, repeat.

We get a little more desensitized every 
time we “dodge a bullet.” If we’ve made it 
SO FAR without fixing the brakes or hav-
ing the house wiring inspected, why not 
kick the can down the road a little far-
ther? Oh, yeah – all that hassle with the 
fire engines and the Jaws of Life.

We know the shock of stepping on 
the doctor’s scales, even though the indi-
vidual indulgences that contributed to our 
weight gain are long forgotten.

If we’re one of MANY people enabling 
a substance abuser, we can act innocent 
when they wind up in prison or the grave.

We pass up a local mom-and-pop store 
“just this once” so many times that mo m 
and pop eventually hang up a “Going out 
of business” sign.

Unless we keep a detailed diary, we 
couldn’t really enumerate all the ways in 
which we’ve frittered away the last five or 
10 years; but in times of crisis, the fruits 
of our non-labors become painfully obvi-
ous. We haven’t learned a new skill/lan-
guage, gained any new friends or made a 
lasting contribution to the community.

Etcetera, etcetera.
As 9/11 anniversary follows 9/11 anni-

versary, I hope our citizens and institu-
tions will always remember the victims of 
the sneak attack. I hope we will always be 
vigilant about terrorism, whether foreign 
or domestic.

But I also hope we can live deliberate-
ly every day – discerning good from evil, 
calculating unintended consequences.

That’s how we can really obtain a hap-
pier, fairer, safer world. 

• Danny Tyree. welcomes email 
responses at tyreetyrades@aol.com and 
visits to his Facebook fan page “Tyree’s 
Tyrades.”

What do you 
remember 
about 9/11 — 
and before?

Danny
Tyree
Tyrades

By DAWN HANKINS
dhankins@t-g.com

Eggs are a simple brunch go-to. 
They’re also packed with protein.

So on Labor Day, why not 
quick it up a notch with these dairy-
infused brunch ideas.

After all, who wants to work all day 
in a kitchen on this three-day weekend. 
Kick back. 

Share these dishes—egg-actly fit 
Labor Day—with family and friends.

Turkish Eggs, Greek Yogurt  
& Sautéed Spinach

2  large eggs
2  C. low-fat Greek Yogurt or fat level 

of choice
2  tsp. lemon juice
4 tsp. extra virgin olive oil
1 small garlic clove, minced
1/2 tsp. red pepper flakes
1/2 tsp. smoked paprika
2 C. fresh baby spinach
8 small cherry tomatoes, quartered
1 Tbsp. fresh basil, minced
Salt and pepper to taste
4 slices 7-grain bread, toasted

Bring a small pot of water to a sim-
mer over high heat. Lower temperature 
to medium. Break eggs, one at a time 
into a small dish or ramekin. Carefully 
add eggs, one at a time to water. Cook 
eggs until white are set and yolk begins 
to thicken, 3-5 minutes, then use a slotted 
spoon to carefully remove. Transfer eggs 
to a small plate lined with a paper towel 

to drain and set aside. Combine yogurt 
and lemon juice in a bowl and whisk 
until smooth, set aside. Heat olive oil in 
a large skillet over medium heat. Add 
garlic, red pepper flakes and paprika and 
cook, stirring constantly for 30 seconds. 
Add spinach and cook until wilted and 
coated in garlic chili oil. To serve, divide 
Greek yogurt mixture evenly between 
two shallow bowls. Top each bowl with 
half of the spinach mixture and nestle 
an egg in the center. Garnish with toma-
toes and basil. Season to taste with salt 
and pepper and serve immediately with 
toasted 7-grain bread.

Scrambled Egg & Mozzarella 
Breakfast Pizza

Offer pizza for breakfast by topping 
an English muffin with pizza sauce and 
cheesy scrambled eggs.

Servings: 2
1 whole-wheat English muffin
2 tsp. butter
2 mushrooms, sliced
2 green onions, finely chopped
4 Tbsp. green or red bell peppers, 

chopped
1⁄2 C. egg substitute
1⁄4 tsp. salt
1⁄4 tsp. pepper
Dash of oregano seasoning or Italian 

seasoning
4 tsp. pizza sauce
1⁄2 C. shredded low-moisture 

Mozzarella cheese

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Split 

English muffin in half and toast; set 
aside. Melt butter in a small nonstick 
skillet over medium heat. Add mush-
rooms, green onions and bell pepper. 
Cook, stirring continuously for 2 min-
utes, or until vegetables are softened. Stir 
egg substitute, salt, pepper and oregano 
into vegetable mixture. Cook, stirring 
continuously until egg substitute is set, 
about 2 minutes. Spread 2 teaspoons of 
pizza sauce onto each English muffin 
half. Spoon a quarter of egg mixture 
over pizza sauce and top with a quarter 
of cheese. Spoon remaining egg mixture 
and cheese evenly on top of muffins. 
Place muffins on a baking sheet and bake 
5 minutes, or until cheese is melted.

Pepper Jack Egg White 
Frittata

Makes 4 Servings
1 quart liquid egg whites
1 (8 oz.) package frozen chopped spin-

ach, thawed, squeezed
1/4 C. red bell pepper, washed, 

stemmed, cored, diced
1/2 C. Pepper Jack cheese, shredded

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Coat a 
10-inch oven-safe skillet with cooking 
spray.  Combine all ingredients in a large 
bowl; stir until combined. Pour egg mix-
ture into prepared skillet; bake for 15 to 
18 minutes or until eggs are set. Remove 
from oven and let stand for 5 to 7 min-
utes; slice into 4 wedges and serve. Tip: 
Experiment with other vegetable add-ins; 
try chopped and roasted root vegetables 
or Brussels sprouts.

Celebrate Labor Day with egg-cellence

Hat nigHt 
fasHions

Hat night observance at the 
Tennessee Walking Horse National 
Celebration brought out all types 
of styles from flowers to leopard 
prints. Some of those attending 
the recent cocktail social, spon-
sored by TWHNC board, to honor 
corporate sponsors, sported their 
favorite styles.

t-g Photos by Zoe Haggard

Reach more 
customers 

through the
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suit for this luncheon and 
one more occasion.

“You know what that 
occasion is? This is the suit 
in which I’ll be buried. But 
when you hear I’m dead, 
I don’t want you to imme-
diately remember the suit 
I’m wearing. I want you to 
remember this: I not only 
know who I am... I also 
know where I’m going.” 

I love that story.
The older I get and 

the closer I come to “The 
Finish Line,” it’s a comfort 
to know where I’m going, 

where I’m going to spend 
eternity.

In the Gospel of John 
14:1-6, Jesus is quoted as 
saying: “Let not your heart 
be troubled: you believe 
in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house 
are many mansions: if it 
were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare 
a place for you. And if I 
go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there you 
may be also. And where I 
go you know, and the way 
you know.” 

Then the Apostle 
Thomas said to Jesus, 
“Lord, we know not where 

you are going; and how 
can we know the way?” 
Jesus said unto him, “I am 
the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life: no man comes unto 
the Father, but by me” 

The Rev. Dr. Billy 
Graham passed away on 
February 21, 2018.

A slab of North 
Carolina stone marks the 
grave of Billy Graham, 
who was buried next to his 
wife, Ruth Bell Graham, 
in the Prayer Garden of the 
Billy Graham Library in 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Rev. Graham’s marker 
is inscribed with the text, 
“Preacher of the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ,” fol-
lowed by “John 14:6.” 

The Preacher said he 
knew where he was going. 
He preached that same 
message all throughout his 
life. And he preached from 
John 14:6 so many times 
over the years.

Just like Brother Billy, 
I know where I am going 
too. I’m going to Heaven. 

I pray that you can say 
the same.

Jesus said, “I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. No man comes to the 
Father but by ME.”

If you want to go to 
Heaven when you die, 
Jesus has provided the way. 
He has given us hope for 
our future.

John and Betty Stam 

were early missionaries to 
China, and the Stams gave 
their lives for the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

When they were led 
from their prison cells to 
their execution by their 
communist guards, another 
prison called out to them, 
“Where are you going?” 

John Stam told the fel-
low prisoner that he didn’t 
know where the guards 
were going, but then John 
added, “But we are going 
to Heaven.”

I hope that you have 
that same assurance that 
John and Betty Stam 
had; that Billy and Ruth 
Graham had; the same 
assurance that my wife and 

I have.
I hope you can say with 

me, “I believe that Jesus 
is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life; and He is the only 
Way to get to the Heavenly 
Father, to get to Heaven.”

I know where I’m 
going! 

Doug Dezotell is a 
writer, a preacher, a story-
teller, and a proud family 
man. He is the shepherd 
of the flock at Cannon 
UMC. Doug can be con-
tacted at 931-607-5191 or 
on Facebook at Douglas 
Michael Dezotell or at 
dougmdezotell@gmail.
com.

Doug
(Continued from Page 1)

Generally, when this 
part of the history is told, 
especially to young ones, 
the silence is golden.

The family legacy 
continues

While it might be said 
the rest is history, that’s 
far from the truth for this 
family. There’s so much 
more which has been writ-
ten within the pages of their 
lives.

Recognition has been 
within the family from early 
years with Jesse Dotson 
Jr.’s uncle and father, Luther 
James Dotson and Jesse 
Dotson Sr. praised in the 
1973 “Ebony Magazine” 
insert, reflecting on their 
family-operated farm-
ing and land ownership in 
Williamson County.

Jesse’s family has 
always owned and worked 
mules and horses, but their 

favorite has always been the 
Tennessee Walking Horse. 

Still, the family still 
made sure their kids fur-
thered their educations. 
They do this in honor of 
Benny, who was illiterate 
and didn’t have such oppor-
tunities.

Jesse graduated from 
Middle Tennessee State 
University in Murfreesboro 
with a degree in animal sci-
ence. While attending col-
lege, he worked for Dewitt 
Owen, a well-known vet in 
Franklin. After complet-
ing college in 1976, Jesse 
went to work for Middle 
Tennessee Electric. 

Part of TWHNC fabric
The vet Owen had colts 

and Benny Bowman, a fel-
low co-worker, taught Jesse 
how to handle and train.

Jesse began showing 
walking horses in the hal-
ter division for Owen. He 
would begin showing hors-
es of his own in 1977.

Jesse married Sheron 

in 1986; they have three 
children, Jessica, Jesse III, 
and Jaron Dotson. Jessica is 
married with two children, 
but says she just enjoys 
being a Tennessee Walking 
Horse fan. 

Jesse III’s wife, Melveshia 
Dotson, is an avid supporter 
of the breed also and has 
shown colts. Melveshia has 
introduced her family to the 
industry by including her 
nephew Zyaire Trazie, who 
has competed in the lead 
line division with his pony 
Lookout Mya. 

Jesse III started show-
ing at age seven, and Jaron 
began at age six. They’re 
still prominent contenders 
in such shows as Wartrace, 
where Jaron recently took a 
blue in the weanling divi-
sion.

Jesse won the 1989 
Tennessee Walking Horse 
Breeders and Exhibitors 
Association National 
Futurity with Cash Caress 
for owner Bonnie Cady and 
earned the Reserve World 
Grand Champion Yearling 

at the Celebration. 
The Dotson Brothers 

Farm raised World Grand 
Champion Cash In My 
Stock. He was started 
under saddle on their farm 
by James (Moe) Covington 
and later purchased by 
Charles Gleghorn, who 
owned Cash In My Stock 
at the time of his 2001 15.2 
and Under World Grand 
Championship win. 

The horse, Law & 
Justice, won the 2001 
Youth Weanling World 
Championship with Jesse 
III. He became the first 
African American to win, 
own, and train such an 
entry, the Dotsons note.

Other Dotson Brothers 
Farm winners are Pride’s 
Dr. B won the 1983 Three-
Year-Old Gelding World 
Championship with Ernest 
Upton riding for owner 
John Day and the 1983 
Walking Weanling Reserve 
World Grand Champion 
Everybody’s Favorite owned 
by Dotson Brothers. 

Jaron won the 2019 

Owner-Amateur Weanling 
World Champion and 
Walking Weanling Reserve 
World Grand Champion 
with Luchador and the 
2020 TWHBEA National 
Futurity Weanling Fillies 
with Charlie’s Sweetheart. 

Between 2011 and 
2018, the Dotson family 
won seven Reserve World 
Championships--six which 
go back to one mare, 
Sweetheart’s Shadow dam 
of Pride’s Dr. B, and grand-
dam of Cash In My Stock. 

While they note that they 
are still waiting for that 
World Grand Championship 
win, they are proud of their 
accomplishments in and out 
of the ring, according to 
Jaron. He notes they will 
continue to strive for that 
World Grand Championship 
with the  tried and true 
family determination and 
hard work as the family 
has known for hundreds of 
years.

The Dotson Brothers 
Farm has also taken colts 
to the Tennessee State and 

Putnam County Fairs. Jesse 
has other agricultural inter-
ests, such as owning and 
raising cattle and growing 
turnip greens. He is also 
very active in his church, 
where he serves as a dea-
con. 

The Dotson family farm 
is indicative of how they 
take great pride in their 
heritage as a prominent 
family in the Williamson 
County area, and their 
stock of Tennessee Walking 
Horses they have produced 
over the years. 

Some of their recent 
wins and entries at the 
2021 Celebration include: 
Weanling Filly with Lady 
Serena Williams with nota-
ble wins at Putnam County 
Fair and Wartrace Horse 
show; Weanling Colt divi-
sion with Toreador; and 
Yearling filly division with 
Jose’s Balenciaga with nota-
ble wins at the TWHBEA 
Summer Sizzler.

Dotson
(Continued from Page 1)

Jaron Dotson won the 2019 Owner-Amateur Weanling World Champion and Walking 
Weanling Reserve World Grand Champion with Luchador and the 2020 TWHBEA 
National Futurity Weanling Fillies with Charlie’s Sweetheart. He also took at blue at this 
year’s Wartrace Horse Show.

Family Photo

Recognition has been within the Dotson family from early years with Jesse Dotson 
Jr.’s uncle and father, Luther James Dotson and Jesse Dotson Sr., praised in the 1973 
“Ebony Magazine” insert, reflecting on their family-operated farming and land ownership 
in Williamson County.

Between 2011 and 2018, the Dotson family, shown, won seven Reserve World Championships--six which go back to one mare, Sweetheart’s Shadow dam of Pride’s Dr. B, and 
grand dam of Cash In My Stock.

Since this column has 
to be turned in a couple 
of days, before Veterans’ 
night, I am not sure my 

father attended, though 
I know my mother was 
strongly urging him to go. 

I never served in the 
military. I signed up for the 
draft, but in 1973, I was 16 
and the war was technical-
ly over. I have great respect 

for those who have worn 
the various uniforms of 
our armed forces, whether 
they have served in combat 
or not. 

It is a great commit-
ment—one few are willing 
to make—but it is a neces-

sary one in order to keep 
our country defended and 
free. Fans were encouraged 
to wear red, white and blue 
colors on Friday evening 
in honor of our veterans. I 
hope many did. 

I also hope all exhibi-

tors picked out a Gold Star 
veteran to honor. In this 
crazy world, where we are 
torn in so many directions, 
it is easy to forget the 
sacrifices that have been 
made by so many. Thanks 
to Celebration officials for 

giving us an opportunity to 
pause and remember.

• Mark McGee is execu-
tive director of United Way 
of Bedford County and a 
former editor of the Times-
Gazette.

Mark
(Continued from Page 1)
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By DAWN HANKINS
dhankins@t-g.com

Penalties Sports Bar on North 
Main raised nearly $7,000 as a 
result of its recent Poker Run fund-
raiser themed, “4 the Boys.” The 

funds donated through the run and 
other activities, including a silent 
auction, will be divided between 
four local families whose children 
have suffered with MIS-C, which is 
an illness that affects those having 

had COVID-19, particularly chil-
dren.

MIS-C, according to Vanderbilt 
Hospital, occurs about 5 weeks 
following the coronavirus. While 
these four boys survived the illness 

last spring, they still have on-going 
medical expenses.

The boys have returned to school 
but still struggle with having had 
this unknown illness—one which 
even has doctors puzzled.

Poker Run “Four the Boys” draws crowd
Penalties thanks community
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The Times-Gazette was well 
represented by families and 
friends during the 2021 

Tennessee Walking Horse National 
Celebration. 

Some of the T-G crew volunteered 
to help out—early one morning— in 
the Optimist Club booth with those 
wonderful doughnuts. Our friend 
Whitney Collier of Vanderbilt Hospital 
also worked.

Kennedi, daughter of our own 
Yolanda Flick, was one of the 
TWHNC ribbon girls this year.

Our own Diandra Womble, T-G 
general manager and advertising 
executive and T-G friend, Christy 

Davis, are big fans. They enjoyed the 
Wednesday night show.

If you haven’t picked up one of 
our souvenir editions, please stop by 
the Times-Gazette office at 323 East 
Depot St. We thank staff writer Zoe 
Haggard (photographed in front of 
Winner’s Circle) for all her hard work 
on that special edition.

We also thank our pagination team 
which worked hard to make sure 
everything looked great and was deliv-
ered on time to readers. (Check out 
Carol Spray’s cute little granddaugh-
ters, Anna and Leah Barnes. They 
enjoyed their time at the show too.)

T-G Photos

Times-Gazette: Proud supporter of the TWHNC
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This Devotional And Directory Is Made Possible
By These Businesses Who Encourage All Of Us

To Listen Or Attend Weekly Services

Would you like to be included on this page?
Please call display advertising at 931-684-1200 or email dwomble@t-g.com OR yflick@t-g.com

Christ-Centered
Mental Health
Counseling

Located in First Baptist Church,
Shelbyville

931-685-2013

Recovering Hope • Restoring Lives

Assurant Cremation Services of Middle Tennessee, LLC
and

2022 North Main Street
931-684-8356

feldhausmemorial.com
There is no substitute for integrity.

ELDHAUS
MEMoriAL CHApEL

Tires, Brakes, Alignments,
Tune-ups & AC Repair

923 Colloredo Blvd • Shelbyville

931-684-9000

Mon-Fri: 7-5
Sat: 8-12

761 Madison St., Shelbyville

931-685-9644
Mon. - Fri. 9am - 7pm

Sat. 9am - 6pm • Sun. 12pm - 5pm

No Credit Refused

904 Madison St., Shelbyville

Call us today for your free quote.

clantonpipeandsupply.com
931-684-4847

PiPe & SuPPly
ClantonClanton

• AUTO
• HOME

• BUSINESS
• LIFE

• HEALTH
• BONDS

jtempleton@templetonins.com

Templeton & Associates
Insurance

108 East Depot Street • 931-684-4380 fax: 931-684-9937

“Family Serving Families”

739 N. Main St., Shelbyville • 931-684-5011
www.doakhowellfuneralhome.com

Eastview Baptist Church
404 S. Fairoak Street, Shelbyville, TN • 931-684-9521

Pastor: Mark Rosson
Sunday School: 9:30 am • Sunday Worship: 10:30 am

Wednesday Night Service at 6:00 pm

First Church of the Nazarene
834 Union Street, Shelbyville, TN • 931-684-3664

Rev. Kevin Thomas, Interim Pastor • shelbyvillefirstnaz.com
Sunday School 9:00 am • Morning Service 10:00 am

Prayer Meeting: Wednesday at 6:30 pm
Youth Meeting: Wednesday at 6:30 pm

Unity Baptist Church
EC Arnold Lane, Shelbyville, TN

Pastor: Frelan George
Sunday Worship: 11:00 am • EVERYONE WELCOME

Longview Baptist
101 Cooper Rd., Unionville • 931-294-2281

Rev. Jonathan Osterhaus
longviewbaptistchurch.org • servingoursavior@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 9:30 am • Worship - 10:30 am & 6:00 pm

Life Points (age 3 - youth) - 5:45 pm • Wednesday Worship - 6:00 pm

Grace Baptist Church
1019 Madison St., Shelbyville • 931-684-1087

Pastor: Bro. Bobby McGee
Sunday School 9:00 am • Sunday Worship 10:00 am

Wednesday night 6:00 pm

Saint William of Montevergine Catholic Church
Iglesia Católica de San Guillermo de Montevergine

Church/Templo: 500 S. Brittain Street, Shelbyville, TN 37160
Office/Oficina : 719 North Main Street, Shelbyville, TN 37160

Tel: 931.735.6004 | Fax: 931.684.6154
Pastor: Father Louis E. Rojas, S.A.C.
stwilliamofmontevergine@gmail.com

Secretary: st.william.secretary@gmail.com
Website: www.stwilliamshelbyville.org

Adams
Roofing Inc.
SHELBYVILLE, TN

Licensed - Bonded
Insured

931-580-1462
931-684-1463

KINCAID SERVICE CO.

AppliAnces
electronics
Furniture
Bedding

400 Madison St
Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-684-5662
kincaidservice.com

Mullins
Insurance
204 N. Main Street

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-684-7436

FAX 931-680-0322
mullins208@yahoo.com

Jeff Pitts, owner
836-A N Jefferson St.

Shelbyville 931-684-8278
preferredglassco@bellsouth.net

Auto • Commercial • Residential
General Contracting

Remodeling

931-294-2339
newsomhvac@gmail.com

Serving Bedford County
Since 1995

Providing Comfort
For Any Season!

1301 N. Main Street
Shelbyville

mclaxton@shelterinsurance.com
ShelterInsurance.com/mclaxton

Maleah Claxton
Agent

931.680.0064

Church news wanted
Pastors are invited to submit sermon titles and 

information on special events at their churches to 
the Times-Gazette for inclusion in the Thursday and 
Saturday church events calendar.

Send information about events open to the general 
public to tgnews@t-g.com. You’re always welcome to 
drop information by our office at 323 E. Depot St., call 
931-684-1200, mail to P.O. Box 380, Shelbyville, TN 
37162 or notify us by Facebook.

WELLS JOINS 
ROTARY

Warren Wells, chief 
executive officer of the 
Tennessee Walking Horse 
National Celebration, is 
the newest member of 
Shelbyville Rotary Club. 
He was presented with his 
certificate and new mem-
ber packet by Rotary Club 
President Dawn Hobbs.

Submitted Photo

Our Wedding Policy ...
The Times-Gazette now runs all wedding, engage-

ment and anniversary announcements on Saturday. 
Pictures and announcements must be received 

10 days prior to the issue in which you’d like your 
announcement to appear. 

Wedding announcements must be received no later 
than six weeks after the date of the wedding. 

Forms can be picked up at our offices, at 323 E. 
Depot St. in Shelbyville, or may be filled out and submit-
ted from our web site at www.t-g.com.

Wedding and engagement announcements may also 
be submitted to our office in person, or by e-mailing 
tgnews@ 
t-g.com.

Forms must be neatly printed or typed, and the spell-
ing of all names should be double checked before sub-
mitting them to us. A phone number must be included.


